
Armenian Reporter
Newspaper Closes

MINNEAPOLIS, Minn. (Armenian Reporter) —
Kathleen Cafesjian Baradaran, chair of the
Cafesjian Family Foundation, announced on
December 16, 2014 that “The Cafesjian Foundation
has taken a difficult decision to close the Armenian
Reporter. We regret that we are forced to take this
decision after more than eight years of publishing.
We thank our readers and all individuals who have
contributed to the Reporter.”
The Armenian Reporter was founded by

Edward K. Boghossian in 1967 and published in
New York City. It was sold to CS Media, of which
Gerard Cafesjian was a major shareholder, in
2006.

Azeri Incursion in NKR
Results in Deaths of

Two Soldiers
YEREVAN (Armenpress) — The Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Armenia issued
a statement condemning the two sabotage
attempts in the southern and eastern defensive
zones of Nagorno Karabagh initiated by
Azerbaijan the night of January 2-3. The state-
ment reads as follows.
“We strongly condemn the subversive actions

carried out by the Azerbaijani Armed Forces dur-
ing the night of January 2-3 on the line of contact
with the Artsakh Defense Army, which has result-
ed in casualties. We express our deepest condo-
lences to the families and relatives of the killed
soldiers.
With this further provocation Baku continues

to implement the continuous threats of the
Azerbaijani authorities on the use of force which
are being stated even in New Year messages by
the leadership of that country.”
The statement added that the Azeri actions are

in contempt of the efforts of the Organization for
Security and Cooperation (OSCE) Minsk Group
co-chairs in trying to find a peaceful solution.
“It is long overdue for the international com-

munity to sober the Azerbaijani authorities acting
against its calls,” the Foreign Ministry’s statement
added.
The Azerbaijani side incurred casualties due to

its subversive action as did the Nagorno Karabagh
Defense Army. The latter issued a statement
informing that “Due to the operative actions of
the front units of the Defense Army, the rival was
thrown back to its primary positions with casual-
ties. Alas, servicemen of the Defense Army Karen
S. Grigoryan and Vardan M. Mkrtchyan lost their
lives facing the enemy. Serviceman Volodya G.
Harutyunyan was injured.”
On January 3, President of the Nagorno

Karabagh Republic Bako Sahakyan signed a
decree to grant Mkrtchyan and Grigoryan posthu-
mously the Courage and Service in Battle medals.
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First-Ever Armenian Float in Tournament of
Roses Parade Wins Presidential Award

PASADENA, Calif. — The first Armenian American Rose Float Association
(AARFA) won the 2015 New Year’s Day Tournament of Roses’ President’s Award
for most effective floral use and presentation for their “Cradle of Civilization”
float. The float was featured in the 126th Rose Parade along with other floats
from around the area.
The theme of the parade was “inspiring stories” to pay tribute to the people

of the community who “loved unconditionally, persevered courageously, endured
patiently and accomplished much on behalf of others.”

see FLOAT, page 16

The Armenian float in the Tournament of Roses on New Year’s Day

Pontifical Encyclical Discusses
Sainthood for Genocide Martyrs
ECHMIADZIN, Armenia — On December 28, the Catholicos of All

Armenians Karekin II issued an encyclical pertaining to the centenni-
al of the Armenian Genocide, which was sent to all the churches of
the Church of Armenia, and read at the Mother See of Holy
Echmiadzin.
The encyclical stated that on April 23, 2015, the Church of Armenia

through a special service would canonize as saints its members who
were martyred during the Armenian Genocide and proclaim April 24
a day of remembrance for the martyred saints of the Armenian
Genocide.
The encyclical exhorted Armenians as follows: “Let us transform

the evocation of the memory of our martyrs into force and power for
our spiritual, national and native life, and let us through just behavior
before God and men illuminate our path toward the haven of the real-
ization of our rights, of our sacred desires.”

Bishop Mushegh Babayan reads the encyclical.

Shoah Foundation
To Add Armenian
Genocide Survivor
Testimonies
LOS ANGELES — In honor of the

upcoming 100th anniversary of the
Armenian Genocide, the University of
Southern California (USC) Shoah
Foundation — The Institute for Visual
History and Education, is readying at
least 40 of the nearly 400 Armenian tes-
timonies it has secured from the
Armenian Film Foundation for inclusion
in the Visual History Archive. It is antici-
pated the entire collection will be inte-
grated by fall 2015.
USC Shoah Foundation and the

Armenian Film Foundation signed an
agreement in April of 2010 to digitize
the interviews the late Dr. J. Michael
Hagopian recorded on 16-mm film
between 1972 and 2005. Hagopian was
an Emmy-nominated filmmaker who
made 70 educational films and docu-
mentaries during his career, including 17
films about Armenians and the

Armenian Genocide, winning more than
160 awards for his work.
“This project will unveil a trove of film

testimony about of a horrific chapter of
human history that remains woefully
under-examined,” said Karen Jungblut,
director of research and documentation
at the Institute. “It also brings a new
viewing experience to the Visual History
Archive in that these interviews — most
of which predate our 1994 founding —
were conducted mainly for the purpose
of creating documentaries, not necessar-
ily standalone life histories.”
The Armenian collection contains a

broad range of interviewee categories,
including not only survivors of the
Armenian Genocide, but also of other
groups targeted by the Ottoman Turks,
such as the Greeks, Assyrians and
Yezidis. Also included are non-victim

see SHOAH, page 16

The late Dr. J. Michael Hagopian YEREVAN — On December 26,
President Serge Sargisian of Armenia
hosted a reception for mass media rep-
resentatives at the Presidential Palace.
Sargisian congratulated the atten-

dees on the occasion of the holidays.
He thanked the media “for the pro-

fessional and coordinated activities
carried out by the predominant part of
our mass media outlets in August
when Azerbaijan treacherously shot
down our helicopter on the frontline
and in November. The same, with
minor exceptions, is true about the
recent devaluation of the dram, when
we were able to quickly overcome the
signs of an artificial panic with the
help of your conscientious work.”
While criticizing the occasional appear-

ance of personal insults and categorization
in the press, or the use of mass media out-
lets as tools for vengeance, the president in
general praised the work of the Armenian
media, declaring: “You have proven the
claim that ‘freedom of press is dangerous in

situations with the characteristics of war’
to be thrice useless. You have proven that
persistently exaggerating the image of the
enemy and imposing total censorship on
military activities and defense issues under
the pretense of war pursue no other goal
than consolidating dictatorship.”

Azg Editor-in-Chief Hagop Avedikian enjoys a
moment with President Serge Sargisian at the
Presidential Palace holiday reception.

President of Armenia Invites Representatives
Of Media to Holiday Reception



FFuurr  ooff  GGrreeeennllaanndd  SSeeaall
CCuubbss  nnoott  ttoo  BBee  IImmppoorrtteedd

IInnttoo  AArrmmeenniiaa
YYEERREEVVAANN  ((AArrmmeennpprreessss))  ——  TThhee  ffuurr  ooff  GGrreeeennllaannddiicc

sseeaallss  aanndd  tthheeiirr  ccuubbss,,  oozzoonnee  llaayyeerr  ddeessttrrooyyiinngg  ssuubb--
ssttaanncceess,,  ttiimmbbeerr,,  rreeccyyccllaabbllee  ppaappeerr,,  ccaarrddbbooaarrdd,,  wwaassttee,,
mmiilliittaarryy  aanndd  cciivviill  wweeaappoonn,,  iittss  bbaassiicc  ppaarrttss  aanndd  ccaarr--
ttrriiddggeess  aanndd  ootthheerr  pprroodduuccttss  ccaannnnoott  bbee  iimmppoorrtteedd  ttoo
tthhee  EEuurraassiiaann  EEccoonnoommiicc  ZZoonnee  aanndd  ccoonnsseeqquueennttllyy  ttoo
AArrmmeenniiaa  aanndd  sseenntt  ffrroomm  tthheerree  ttoo  aa  tthhiirrdd  ccoouunnttrryy..
TThhee  MMiinniisstteerr  ooff  EEccoonnoommyy  ooff  tthhee  RReeppuubblliicc  ooff
AArrmmeenniiaa  KKaarreenn  CChhsshhmmaarriittyyaann  ppuubblliisshheedd  tthhee  lliisstt  ooff
pprroodduuccttss  ccoonnttaaiinniinngg  bbaannss  aanndd  rreessttrriiccttiioonnss  iinn  ccaassee
ooff  ttrraaddee  wwiitthh  tthhee  tthhiirrdd  ccoouunnttrriieess..

TThhrreeee  UUnniivveerrssiittiieess
RReeccooggnniizzeedd  aass  BBeesstt

YYEERREEVVAANN  ((AArrmmeennpprreessss))  ——  IInn  22001144  tthhee  tthhrreeee  lleeaadd--
iinngg  iinnssttiittuuttiioonnss  ooff  hhiigghheerr  eedduuccaattiioonn  ooff  AArrmmeenniiaa
wweerree  YYeerreevvaann  SSttaattee  UUnniivveerrssiittyy,,  tthhee  AAmmeerriiccaann
UUnniivveerrssiittyy  ooff  AArrmmeenniiaa  aanndd  tthhee  YYeerreevvaann  SSttaattee
MMeeddiiccaall  UUnniivveerrssiittyy,,  aaccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  MMiinniisstteerr  ooff
EEdduuccaattiioonn  aanndd  SScciieennccee  ooff  tthhee  RReeppuubblliicc  ooff  AArrmmeenniiaa
AArrmmeenn  AAsshhoottyyaann,,  wwhhoo  ssppookkee  oonn  DDeecceemmbbeerr  2255  wwhheenn
ssuummmmiinngg  uupp  tthhee  iinnddiiccaattoorrss  ooff  tthhee  nnaattiioonnaall  rraattiinngg
ssyysstteemm  ooff  tthhee  iinnssttiittuuttiioonnss  ooff  hhiigghheerr  eedduuccaattiioonn,,  tteesstt--
eedd  ffoorr  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  ttiimmee  iinn  AArrmmeenniiaa..
TTaakkiinngg  iinnttoo  aaccccoouunntt  tthhee  ddiiffffeerreenntt  iinnssttiittuuttiioonnaall

ssppeecciiaalliizzaattiioonnss,,  tthhee  rraattiinngg  lliisstt  iiss  ddiivviiddeedd  iinnttoo  ssiixx
ggrroouuppss..

MMkkhhiittaarryyaann  NNaammeedd
SSoocccceerr  PPllaayyeerr  ooff  22001144

YYEERREEVVAANN  ((AArrmmeennpprreessss))  ——  AArrmmeenniiaann  nnaattiioonnaall  tteeaamm
mmeemmbbeerr    aanndd  BBoorruussssiiaa  DDoorrttmmuunndd  mmiiddff iieellddeerr
HHeennrriikkhh  MMkkhhiittaarryyaann  wwaass  rreecceennttllyy  nnaammeedd  ffoooottbbaallll
ppllaayyeerr  ooff  22001144  iinn  AArrmmeenniiaa..
MMkkhhiittaarryyaann  ssaaiidd  hhee  bbeelliieevveess  tthhaatt  hhee  hhaass  bbeeccoommee

tthhee  bbeesstt  ffoooottbbaallll  ppllaayyeerr  ooff  22001144  tthhaannkkss  ttoo  hhiiss  tteeaamm--
mmaatteess..  ““TThhaannkk  yyoouu  vveerryy  mmuucchh  ffoorr  tthhee  ccoonnggrraattuullaa--
ttiioonnss..  II  wwoouulldd  lliikkee  ttoo  ssaayy  tthhaatt  II  hhaavvee  ggoott  tthhiiss  aawwaarrdd
dduuee  ttoo  mmyy  tteeaammmmaatteess..  TThheeyy  hheellppeedd  mmee  ttoo  bbeeccoommee
tthhee  bbeesstt  ppllaayyeerr  ooff  tthhee  yyeeaarr..  II  ddoo  nnoott  wwaanntt  ttoo  sseeppaa--
rraattee  aannyybbooddyy,,  tthhoouugghh  II  aamm  ggrraatteeffuull  ttoo  tthheemm..  AAllll  ooff
tthheemm  ddeesseerrvvee  tthhiiss  aawwaarrdd..  II  wwoouulldd  lliikkee  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  aass
wweellll  ggeett  tthhiiss  pprriizzee  iinn  tthhee  nneexxtt  yyeeaarrss..  IItt  iiss  vveerryy
iimmppoorrttaanntt  tthhaatt  nnoott  oonnllyy  oonnee  ffoooottbbaalllleerr  ggeettss  tthhee
aawwaarrdd  bbuutt  tthhee  ootthheerrss  aarree  aawwaarrddeedd  aass  wweellll,,””
MMkkhhiittaarryyaann  ttoolldd  jjoouurrnnaalliissttss..
AArrmmeenniiaann  nnaattiioonnaall  tteeaamm  aanndd  FFCC  DDiinnaammoo  MMoossccooww

ggooaallkkeeeeppeerr  RRoommaann  BBeerreezzoovvsskkyy  ttooookk  tthhee  sseeccoonndd
ppllaaccee  wwiitthh  9966  ppooiinnttss,,  wwhhiillee  AArrmmeenniiaann  nnaattiioonnaall  tteeaamm
aanndd  AAkkttoobbee  ddeeffeennddeerr  RRoobbeerrtt  AArrzzuummaannyyaann  ttooookk  tthhee
tthhiirrdd  ppllaaccee  wwiitthh  5599  ppooiinnttss..

RRuussssiiaann  BBoorrddeerr  GGuuaarrddss
SSttoopp  TTwwoo  oonn  AArrmmeenniiaa--

TTuurrkkeeyy  BBoorrddeerr  
YYEERREEVVAANN  ((AArrmmeennpprreessss))  ——  OOffffiicceerrss  ooff  tthhee  BBoorrddeerr
DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt  ooff  tthhee  RRuussssiiaann  FFeeddeerraall  SSeeccuurriittyy
SSeerrvviiccee  iinn  tthhee  RReeppuubblliicc  ooff  AArrmmeenniiaa  rreeccoorrddeedd  ttwwoo
iinncciiddeennttss  nneeaarr  tthhee  AArrmmeenniiaann--  TTuurrkkiisshh  bboorrddeerr  oonn  ttwwoo
ccoonnsseeccuuttiivvee  ddaayyss..
OOnn  DDeecceemmbbeerr  2222,,  tthhee  bboorrddeerr  gguuaarrddss  ddeettaaiinneedd  aa

ppeerrssoonn  wwhhoo  ttrriieedd  ttoo  iilllleeggaallllyy  ccrroossss  tthhee  AArrmmeenniiaann  --
TTuurrkkiisshh  bboorrddeerr..  TThhee  BBoorrddeerr  DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt  ooff  tthhee
RRuussssiiaann  FFeeddeerraall  SSeeccuurriittyy  SSeerrvviiccee  iinn  AArrmmeenniiaa
rreeppoorrtteedd  gguuaarrddss  aarrrriivveedd  aatt  tthhee  sscceennee  aanndd  ffoouunndd  eevvii--
ddeennccee  ooff  aann  iinnffiillttrraattoorr..  TThhee  mmaann  wwaass  ddeettaaiinneedd  aatt  aa
ddiissttaannccee  ooff  115500  mmeetteerrss  ffrroomm  tthhee  ssttaattee  bboorrddeerr  wwiitthh
tthhee  RReeppuubblliicc  ooff  AArrmmeenniiaa..  DDuurriinngg  aann  iinnvveessttiiggaattiioonn,,
tthhee  ppeerrssoonn  ddiiddnn’’tt  hhaavvee  aannyy  iiddeennttiiff iiccaattiioonn  ddooccuu--
mmeennttss,,  bbuutt  llaatteerr  hhiiss  ffaammiillyy  mmeemmbbeerrss  bbrroouugghhtt  tthhee
ddooccuummeennttss..
TThhee  ootthheerr  iinncciiddeenntt  wwaass  rreeccoorrddeedd  oonn  DDeecceemmbbeerr  2233

wwhheenn  llooccaallss  ffoouunndd  aa  ssttrraannggeerr  wwhhoo  hhaadd  ttrriieedd  ttoo  aasskk
tthhee  aaddddrreesssseess  ooff  ppeeooppllee  lliivviinngg  iinn  tthhee  NNooyyaakkeerrtt  aarreeaa
oonn  tthhee  bboorrddeerr..  TThhee  rreessiiddeennttss  iimmmmeeddiiaatteellyy  ccoonnttaacctteedd
tthhee  gguuaarrddss  aanndd  tthheeyy  ffoouunndd  oouutt  tthhaatt  tthhee  ssttrraannggeerr
wwaass  aa  cciittiizzeenn  ooff  tthhee  RReeppuubblliicc  ooff  TTuurrkkeeyy  wwhhoo  hhaadd
lleeggaallllyy  eenntteerreedd  AArrmmeenniiaa  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  ppaassssiinngg  ppooiinntt
iinn  AAggaarraakk  iinn  tthhee  mmoorrnniinngg..  
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ECHMADZIN — On January 6, on the Feast
of the Holy Nativity and Theophany of Our
Lord Jesus Christ, a Divine Liturgy was cele-
brated in the Mother Cathedral by His
Holiness Karekin II, Supreme Patriarch and
Catholicos of All Armenians.
The Divine Liturgy was attended by

President Serge Sargisian; National Assembly
President Galust Sahakyan; Prime Minister
Hovik Abrahamyan; state officials, members
of the Supreme Spiritual Council, foreign
diplomats, and public figures from the fields
of education, science and the arts.
Under the canopy, a Pontifical procession

led the Catholicos of All Armenians, and
Sargisian to the Mother Cathedral. The
canopy bearers were; Dr. Armen Charchyan,
director of the Izmirlian Medical Center; Ara
Vardanyan, chief architect of the Mother See;
artist Hrant Tokhatyan and Prof. Gevork
Madoyan, vice dean of the Gevorgyan
Theological Seminary.
Bishop Hovnan Hakobyan, Grant Sacristan

of the Mother Cathedral of Holy Echmiadzin,
and Bishop Mushegh Babayan, operations
director of the Mother See of Holy
Echmiadzin; assisted the catholicos during
the celebration of the Divine Liturgy.
During the Pontifical Divine Liturgy the

Catholicos of All Armenians extended his
Pontifical blessings and message to all
Armenians worldwide, conveying to everyone the Good News of the Angel.
Following the Divine Liturgy, Catholicos Karekin II offered the service of Blessings of Waters. Hayk Samvel

Karapetyan, an Armenian-Russian benefactor of the Armenian Church, served as the Godfather of the Cross during the
ceremony in the Mother Cathedral.
Following the conclusion of the Liturgy, an official reception was held in the Alec and Marie Manoogian Treasury

House Museum, where the Catholicos of All Armenians offered his blessings and best wishes to those present.

President Serge Sargisian, Catholicos Karekin II and a host of other
dignitaries attended Holy Nativity and Theophany services at
Echmiadzin.

Celebration of the Holy Nativity and Theophany
At the Mother See of Holy Echmiadzin

YEREVAN (Asbarez) — The Bureau of
the Armenian Revolutionary
Federation (ARF) announced the pass-
ing on December 28 of national and
political official, a long-time Bureau
member and most recently, Armenia’s
Ambassador to Germany Vahan
Hovanessian after a long illness.
Hovanessian was born on August 16,

1956 in Yerevan.
He graduated with degrees in history

and archaeology from the Moscow
Pedagogical Institute in 1978 and
received his PhD in history. From 1980
to 1989 he worked as a research assis-
tant and later as a head of the scientif-
ic research division in the Erebuni
Museum. In 1989 he worked as a
research assistant in the Institute of
Archaeology and Ethnography under
the Academy of Sciences.
From 1990 to 1992 he was an active

member of the Artsakh liberation move-
ment.
From 1990 to 1992 he was a member

of the ARF Central Committee of
Armenia, becoming one of the first lead-
ers of the organization in Armenia
when it resurfaced during the latter
days of the Soviet Union. In 1992 he
became a member of the ARF Bureau,
but in 1994 he was arrested after then-
President Levon Ter-Petrosian started a
campaign of persecution against the
ARF and other political parties.
After Ter-Petrosian’s resignation in

1997, Hovanessian served as adviser to
Armenia’s new president, Robert
Kocharian, and headed the Commission
on issues of Local Self-Government
until 1999.
In 1999, he was elected a member of

Armenia’s Parliament, becoming chair-
man of the Parliamentary Committee
on Defense and National Security and
Internal Affairs, and served until 2003
in the ARF’s parliamentary caucus.

On May 25, 2003, he was reelected by
the proportional system from the
Armenian Revolutionary Federation
and elected Vice-President of the
National Assembly on June 12.
He was also a member of both the

Armenian Revolutionary Federation
Faction and its bureau.
On June 7, 2007 he was elected Vice-

President of the National Assembly and
on February 28, 2008 he resigned, after
the ARF left the governing coalition in
objection to the state’s plans to sign the
Armenia-Turkey Protocols.
On December 28, 2013, Hovanessian

was appointed as Armenia’s
Ambassador to Germany.
He was laid to rest at the Yerevan

Pantheon on January 3, in the presence
of President Serge Sargisian, Foreign

Minister Eduard
Nalbandian and other dig-
nitaries.
The burial was preced-

ed by a funeral service at
the Komitas Chamber
Orchestra hall in Yerevan,
where joining Sargisian
and Nalbandian were
Prime Minister Hovik
Abrahamyan and the
Speaker of the National
Assembly Galust
Sahakyan. 
A requiem service was

held on January 2 at the
St. Sarkis Church in the Nor Nork
neighborhood of Yerevan.
On behalf of Armenia’s government,

Nalbandian spoke about Hovanessian’s
years of service as a parliament member
and praised his diplomatic abilities as
Armenia’s Ambassador to Germany.
The ARF Bureau Chairman Hrant
Markarian delivered a heartfelt person-
al message, during which he praised
Hovanessian’s unwavering commitment
to the Armenian Cause and pledged
that the party will continue the work,
which defined Hovanessian’s career and
activism.
ARF members from Europe, the US

and Lebanon also attended the funeral,
among them ARF Western US Central
Committee Chairman Dr. Viken
Hovsepian.

Ambassador Vahan Hovanessian

ARF Leader, Ambassador to Germany
Vahan Hovanessian Dies
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SSyyrriiaann--AArrmmeenniiaann
SSeerrvviicceemmaann  DDiieess

AALLEEPPPPOO  ((AArrmmeennpprreessss))  ——  AA  SSyyrriiaann  AArrmmeenniiaann  sseerr--
vviicceemmaann,,  SSaakkoo  SSoollaakkiiaann,,  ddiieedd  dduurriinngg  tthhee  mmiilliittaarryy
aaccttiioonnss  ttaakkiinngg  ppllaaccee  nneeaarrbbyy  tthhee  cceennttrraall  pprriissoonn  iinn
IIddlliibb..  SSoollaakkiiaann  bboorrnn  iinn  AAlleeppppoo..  
NNoott  mmuucchh  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  iiss  aavvaaiillaabbllee,,  ootthheerr  tthhaann  iitt

hhaappppeenneedd  tthhee  wweeeekk  bbeeffoorree..
AAccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  ssoouurrcceess,,  ffoorr  sseevveerraall  ddaayyss  AAlleeppppoo  hhaass

hhaadd  nnoo  wwaatteerr  oorr  eelleeccttrriicciittyy..  BBoommbbiinnggss  hhaavvee  bbeeccoommee
mmoorree  ffrreeqquueenntt..  LLaacckk  ooff  ffuueell  rreemmaaiinnss  aa  sseerriioouuss  pprroobb--
lleemm..

SSppaaiinn  DDaaiillyy  PPuubblliisshheess
SSppeecciiaall  IIssssuuee  oonn

AArrmmeenniiaa
MMAADDRRIIDD  ((aarrmmrraaddiioo..aamm))  ——  OOnn  DDeecceemmbbeerr  3300,,  22001144,,
oonnee  ooff  tthhee  ttoopp  nneewwssppaappeerrss  iinn  ��SSppaaiinn��  bbyy  cciirrccuullaattiioonn
——  EEll  MMuunnddoo ——  ppuubblliisshheedd  aa  ssppeecciiaall  iissssuuee  oonn
AArrmmeenniiaa..
IInntteerrvviieewwss  ooff  AArrmmeenniiaann  PPrriimmee  MMiinniisstteerr  HHoovviikk

AAbbrraahhaammyyaann,,  MMiinniisstteerr  ooff  EEnneerrggyy  aanndd  NNaattuurraall
RReessoouurrcceess  YYeerrvvaanndd  ZZaakkhhaarryyaann  aanndd  GGeenneerraall
DDiirreeccttoorr  ooff  tthhee  AArrmmeenniiaann  DDeevveellooppmmeenntt  AAggeennccyy
RRoobbeerrtt  HHaarruuttyyuunnyyaann,,  aass  wweellll  aass  rreepprreesseennttaattiivveess  ooff
ddiiffffeerreenntt  nnoonn--ggoovveerrnnmmeennttaall  oorrggaanniizzaatt iioonnss  aanndd
iinndduussttrriiaall  eenntteerrpprriisseess  aappppeeaarreedd  iinn  tthhee  iissssuuee..

SSuuiicciiddee  BBoommbbeerr  AAttttaacckkss
IIssttaannbbuull  PPoolliiccee  SSttaattiioonn

IISSTTAANNBBUULL  ((BBBBCC))  ——  AA  ffeemmaallee  ssuuiicciiddee  bboommbbeerr  hhaass
bblloowwnn  hheerrsseellff  uupp  iinn  tthhee  TTuurrkkiisshh  cciittyy  ooff  IIssttaannbbuull,,
iinnjjuurriinngg  ttwwoo  ppoolliiccee  ooffffiicceerrss,,  tthhee  cciittyy  ggoovveerrnnoorr  ssaayyss..
SShhee  hhiitt  aa  ppoolliiccee  ssttaattiioonn  iinn  tthhee  ttoouurriisstt  hhuubb  ooff
SSuullttaannaahhmmeett..  RReeppoorrttss  ssaayy  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  ooffffiicceerrss  hhaass
ddiieedd  ooff  hhiiss  iinnjjuurriieess..
GGoovveerrnnoorr  VVaassiipp  SSaahhiinn  ttoolldd  TTuurrkkiisshh  TTVV  tthhaatt  tthhee

wwoommaann  ssppookkee  EEnngglliisshh  wwiitthh  ““aa  tthhiicckk  aacccceenntt,,””  bbuutt
hheerr  nnaattiioonnaalliittyy  aanndd  iiddeennttiittyy  rreemmaaiinneedd  uunnkknnoowwnn..
NNoo  ggrroouupp  hhaass  yyeett  ssaaiidd  iitt  wwaass  bbeehhiinndd  tthhee  aattttaacckk,,

tthhee  sseeccoonndd  oonn  ppoolliiccee  iinn  aa  wweeeekk..  PPoolliiccee  aarrrreesstteedd  aa
mmaann  wwhhoo  tthhrreeww  ggrreennaaddeess  aanndd  ffiirreedd  aa  wweeaappoonn  aatt
ooffff iicceerrss  nneeaarr  tthhee  pprriimmee  mmiinniisstteerr’’ss  ooffff iiccee  llaasstt
TThhuurrssddaayy,,  bbuutt  nnoo  oonnee  wwaass  iinnjjuurreedd  iinn  tthhee  aattttaacckk..  
TThhee  bboommbbeerr  iinn  tthhee  llaatteesstt  iinncciiddeenntt  wwaass  rreeppoorrtteedd  ttoo

hhaavvee  ddiieedd  iinn  tthhee  aattttaacckk..  PPoolliiccee  hhaavvee  sseeaalleedd  ooffff  aann  aarreeaa
iinn  tthhee  hhiissttoorriicc  ddiissttrriicctt,,  wwhheerree  tthhee  BBlluuee  MMoossqquuee  aanndd
tthhee  HHaaggiiaa  SSoopphhiiaa  mmuusseeuumm  aarree  llooccaatteedd..  MMrr  SSaahhiinn  ssaaiidd
tthhee  wwoommaann  eenntteerreedd  tthhee  ssttaattiioonn  aanndd  ttoolldd  ppoolliiccee  sshhee
hhaadd  lloosstt  hheerr  wwaalllleett  bbeeffoorree  ddeettoonnaattiinngg  tthhee  bboommbb..

TTuurrkkeeyy  DDeettaaiinnss
JJoouurrnnaalliisstt  oonn  ‘‘TTeerrrroorr’’

CChhaarrggee
IISSTTAANNBBUULL  ((BBBBCC))  ——  TTuurrkkiisshh  ppoolliiccee  hhaavvee  bbrriieeffllyy
ddeettaaiinneedd  aa  DDuuttcchh  jjoouurrnnaalliisstt  oonn  ssuussppiicciioonn  ooff  ““pprroo--
ppaaggaannddaa  ffoorr  aa  tteerrrroorriisstt  oorrggaanniissaattiioonn””  iinn  TTuurrkkeeyy’’ss
mmaaiinnllyy  KKuurrddiisshh  ssoouutthh--eeaasstt..
FFrreeeellaannccee  rreeppoorrtteerr  FFrreeddeerriikkee  GGeeeerrddiinnkk,,  bbaasseedd  iinn

tthhee  cciittyy  ooff  DDiiyyaarrbbaakkiirr,,  ttwweeeetteedd  aass  hheerr  hhoouussee  wwaass
sseeaarrcchheedd  bbyy  ppoolliiccee..  SShhee  wwaass  llaatteerr  rreelleeaasseedd..
TTuurrkkeeyy  aanndd  iittss  WWeesstteerrnn  aalllliieess  ccaallll  tthhee  KKuurrddiisshh

rreebbeell  PPKKKK  ggrroouupp  ““tteerrrroorriissttss..””
TThhee  EEUU  hhaass  ccrriittiicciizzeedd  tthhee  TTuurrkkiisshh  aauutthhoorriittiieess  ffoorr

hhaarraassssiinngg  jjoouurrnnaalliissttss..
TTuurrkkeeyy’’ss  PPrreessiiddeenntt  RReecceepp  TTaayyyyiipp  EErrddooggaann  iinnssiisstt--

eedd  oonn  JJaannuuaarryy  66  tthhaatt  ““nnoowwhheerree  iinn  EEuurrooppee  oorr  iinn
ootthheerr  ccoouunnttrriieess  iiss  tthheerree  aa  mmeeddiiaa  aass  ffrreeee  aass  tthhee  pprreessss
iinn  TTuurrkkeeyy..””
DDuuttcchh  FFoorreeiiggnn  MMiinniisstteerr  BBeerrtt  KKooeennddeerrss,,  vviissiittiinngg

TTuurrkkeeyy,,  ssaaiidd  hhee  wwaass  ““sshhoocckkeedd””  bbyy  tthhee  ttrreeaattmmeenntt  ooff
GGeeeerrddiinnkk..
OOnn  TTwwiitttteerr  hhee  ssaaiidd  tthhaatt  hhee  wwaass  ssppeeaakkiinngg  ttoo  hhiiss

ccoouunntteerrppaarrtt  MMeevvlluutt  CCaavvuussoogglluu  aabboouutt  tthhee  iinncciiddeenntt..
““FFrreeeeddoomm  ooff  pprreessss  iinn  TTuurrkkeeyy,,  aanndd  tthhiiss  ccaassee,,  ccoonn--

ttiinnuuee  ttoo  bbee  ppooiinnttss  ooff  ccoonncceerrnn,,””  hhee  aaddddeedd..
TThhee  hheeaadd  ooff  tthhee  bbaarr  aassssoocciiaattiioonn  iinn  DDiiyyaarrbbaakkiirr

ttoolldd  RReeuutteerrss  tthhee  ccaassee  wwaass  ccoonnnneecctteedd  ttoo  GGeeeerrddiinnkk’’ss
ttwweeeettss  aanndd  ootthheerr  iissssuueess  bbuutt  ddiidd  nnoott  ggiivvee  ffuurrtthheerr
ddeettaaiillss..
LLaasstt  mmoonntthh  aatt  lleeaasstt  2244  ppeeooppllee  iinn  TTuurrkkeeyy  wweerree

aarrrreesstteedd  iinn  ppoolliiccee  rraaiiddss  oonn  aa  lleeaaddiinngg  nneewwssppaappeerr  aanndd
TTVV  ssttaattiioonn  ssaaiidd  ttoo  hhaavvee  cclloossee  lliinnkkss  wwiitthh  aa  UUSS--bbaasseedd
cclleerriicc..

International News

MONTEVIDEO (PanArmenian.net) —
The Uruguayan Foreign Ministry asked
for the international recognition of the
Republic of Nagorno-Karabagh and the
right of its people to self-determination
on January 4, after a meeting with
Armenian representatives, Prensa
Armenia reported.
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Uruguay

Luis Almagro met with members of the
Armenian National Committee of
Uruguay and Mario Nalpantian, mem-
ber of the International Armenian
National Committee, to discuss the situ-
ation in the South Caucasus and the
continuing violations of the ceasefire by
Azerbaijan, which merited a strong con-
demnation from the Minister.
Almagro stressed the “need for a

peaceful settlement of Nagorno
Karabagh taking particular account of
the right to self-determination of the
Armenian people and the principle of
territorial integrity of the Republic of
Armenia under its borders as an inde-
pendent country between May 1918
and December 1920.
“In September 2011 the Minister of

Foreign Affairs made public that
Uruguay had begun to analyze the case
of Nagorno Karabagh in order to take a
State decision about it,” said the repre-
sentatives of Armenian National
Committee of Uruguay (ANCU). “Since
then there have been meetings of the
Chancellor and senior officials of the
Uruguayan government with the foreign
ministers of the Republics of Armenia

and Azerbaijan and with the respective
ambassadors in Uruguay.”
Dozens of legislators met the presi-

dent of the Republic of Nagorno
Karabagh during his visit to the
Uruguayan parliament in December
2011, declared the ANCU, while in turn
a Uruguayan parliamentary delegation
led by Jorge Orrico, president of the
Chamber of Representatives, and legis-
lators of all political parties, visited the
Republic in November 2012. When
Armenian president Serge Sargisian vis-
ited Uruguay in July 2014, he signed a
declaration with Uruguayan President
Jose Mujica stressing the need for a
peaceful solution to the Karabagh con-
flict and supporting the mediation of
the OSCE Minsk Group. 

Uruguay’s Foreign Ministry Calls for Recognition
Of Nagorno-Karabagh Republic 

670,000 Syrian
Children Unable 
To Attend School
DAMASCUS, Syria (PanARMEN-

IAN.Net) — An estimated 670,000
children in Syria are being deprived
of education after Islamic State
forces ordered schools closed while
the curriculum is made to conform
with religious rules, the UN
Children’s Fund (UNICEF) said on
Tuesday, January 6, according to
Reuters.
Islamic State, an offshoot of al

Qaeda which has recruited foreign
fighters, has seized land in Syria
and Iraq, imposing its strict read-
ing of Islamic law.
In November it shut schools in

areas it controls in eastern Syria
pending a religious revision of the
curriculum. The group stands
accused of massacres, sexually
enslaving women and girls and
recruiting children as fighters.
“In December there was a decree

of the Islamic State ordering the
stoppage of education in areas
under its control,” UNICEF
spokesman Christophe Boulierac
told a news briefing.
The militant group decreed that

schools be closed until the school
curriculum had been made “com-
pliant with the religious rules,”
Reuters quoted him as saying.
Children enrolled in primary and

secondary schools in Raqqa, and
rural areas of Deir al-Zor and
Aleppo provinces are affected by
the closures, he said. Teachers
must undergo retraining.
In all, 4.3 million Syrian children

are enrolled nationwide this school
year, according to the education
ministry, but between 2.1 million
and 2.4 million are currently either
out of school or attending classes
irregularly, UNICEF said.
UNICEF also said that at least

160 children were killed and 343
wounded in attacks on schools
across Syria last year. The toll was
probably an under-estimate due to
difficulties of access and obtaining
data, Boulierac said.
“In addition to lack of school

access, attacks on schools, teachers
and students are further horrific
reminders of the terrible price
Syria’s children are paying in a cri-
sis approaching its fifth year,”
Hanaa Singer, UNICEF representa-
tive in Syria, said in a statement.
Islamic State has been the target

of US-led air strikes in both Syria
and Iraq since September.

By Haneen Dajani

ABU DHABI (The National) — Deep
inside the alleys of Mussaffah stands the
long-awaited Armenian church, which
opened its doors three weeks ago.
About 1,000 Armenians living in Abu

Dhabi are thrilled to have their own
church, the Holy Martyrs Armenian
Church, and it is one that has been
designed according to their traditions
and architectural style. The 2,475-
square-meter building has three main
structures placed in a U-shape. The
main church building stands on the
right and next to it in the centre stands
the archbishopric. On the left is a build-
ing partially constructed of glass and
decorated with the
Armenian alphabet.
A statue of Mesrob
Mashdots, the the-
ologist and linguist
who founded the
Armenian alphabet,
lies ahead.
“Since the letters

were founded in
405 they did not
change, only two
letters were added,
the O and the F,”
said Raffi Simonian,
secretary of the
council of the
Armenian community of Abu Dhabi. “It
(the alphabet) is very important for the
Armenian identity. Even the Armenian
translation of the bible from Aramaic is
considered the queen translation in the
Christian world. When there are any
doubts they go back to the Armenian
copy.”
The translation was begun in 406 and

took Mashdots and a student three
years to finish.
Simonian said that the support of

governments in the Middle East in gen-
eral, dating back to the days of Salah-Al-
Deen when he entered Al-Quds, helped:
“They gave us the best in everything.
Arabs and Muslims protected us and
gave us support.”
When the first Armenians arrived in

the capital in 1976, they established the
Armenian Sunday school to teach
youngsters their language and to keep
the community together.
In 1980, the Armenian pope [sic] in

Lebanon established a council, accord-
ing to Simonian, “and since then until
2005, we were trying to have a piece of
land from the government [to build a
church] but we had a problem; the mem-

bers were not fixed and they kept com-
ing and going, so the Sunday school
was OK for the time being.”
For church activities they used to bor-

row the Greek Orthodox Church every
other week, and the Greek Orthodox
borrowed the Armenian church in
Sharjah every other week. The priest
held mass one week in Sharjah and the
other in Abu Dhabi.
In 2005, Sheikh Mohammed bin

Zayed, the Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi
and Deputy Supreme Commander of
the Armed Forces, issued a special
decree from the diwan and donated
land to build the Armenian church.
Simonian said, “Then we started gath-
ering donations from the Armenian
community in the UAE and Kuwait.
Construction began in 2012.”

So far, a mass is held every Friday,
and celebrations for holy and national
holidays will take place at the church. In
the near future, a priest is expected to
be based there so the church will be
open on a daily basis.
Anita Shahmirzayan said she cannot

wait for that to happen. “If I’m feeling
down or have a certain issue I can just
go and pray, I don’t have to wait for
mass,” said the 36-year old bank man-
ager.
The complex on the left, which con-

tains a ballroom, will be the base for the
Sunday school. “Now we have our own
church and it has a ballroom, so if there
is a celebration or a funeral or any occa-
sion we can do it here – no need to rent
places,” said Shahmirzayan.
Once Arpy Eskenian steps inside the

gate of the church she says she feels she
is back to her original home. “When I
enter I feel I am outside of Abu Dhabi
and that I am existing within my own
hub,” she said. “Because it follows our
church style, like the altar and architec-
ture.” Eskenian, 49, plans to attend
mass weekly with her husband and 20-
year-old son.

Holy Martyrs Armenian Church of Abu Dhabi 

New Church a Haven for Abu
Dhabi’s Armenian Population
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Community News

City of Echmiadzin
Turns 2,699 Years Old
ECHMIADZIN/FRESNO — The Fresno-Echmiadzin Sister City delegations

arrived in Armenia in early autumn to participate in the celebration of the city of
Echmiadzin’s 2,699th anniversary.

Echmiadzin Mayor Karen Grigoryan welcomed Sister City representatives from
Fresno, Calif.; Issy-les-Moulineaux, France, a suburb of Paris; and Petrozavodsk,
Russia, the capital city of the Karelia Republic, in the northwest part of Russia.

Mayor Grigoryan and his staff planned a week of celebratory events that includ-
ed: the opening ceremony; ribbon cutting of the Komitas Cultural House,
Kindergarten N16 and playground; festive parade; concerts; audiences and visits
to historical sites.

The official opening ceremony, held in the newly renovated Komitas Cultural
House, was presided over by the president of the Republic of Armenia, Serge
Sargisian, to a seated and standing-room-only audience of 1,000. Bishop Sion
Adamian, the Primate of the Armavir Diocese, in which the city of Echmiadzin is
located, pronounced the invocation and reflected on the day’s significance.
Participating in the program were Mayor Grigoryan and Sister City
Representatives: Mayor Galina Shirshlina, of Petrozavodsk, Russia; Deputy Mayor
Arthur Khandjian, of Issy-les-Moulineaus, France; and Sister City Secretary Allan
Yeghia Jendian, representing Fresno’s Mayor Ashley Swearengen. Deputy Mayor
Vazrik Grigoryan served as Master of Ceremonies.

On this occasion, Grigoryan presented Sargisian with a specially crafted gift, a
miniature Gospel and replica of St. Gregory’s right hand. Each year, for the past
six years, Mayor Grigoryan has gifted the residence of the city with various
improvements to their life and community. This year’s project was the total reno-
vation of the Komitas Cultural House.

Merrimack Valley
Accelerates Genocide
Education in Schools

By Tom Vartabedian

BILLERICA, Mass. — Armenian Genocide
education in local high schools has taken a
quantum leap forward in schools north of
Boston.

Taking part in the curriculum were two new
schools: Lowell High and Billerica High.

Other venues include a public presentation at
the Chelmsford Public Library where author
Chris Bohjalian will also join the program with
a discussion on his book, The Sandcastle Girls.

A photography exhibit on Armenia by Tom
Vartabedian will also be displayed through
March before being transferred to Haverhill
Public Library for the month of April. Both
cities have planned a full agenda of genocide
observances.

The programs are through the auspices of the
Armenian Genocide Education Committee of
Merrimack Valley, which is into its seventh year
under the direction of Dro Kanayan.

“We’ve come a long way over these seven
years,” said Kanayan. “New schools are con-
stantly being added. We suspect a hyperactive
year with the centennial and will try to accom-
modate all the schools which request our ser-
vices. Our history must never be forgotten and
both students and teachers are coming away
with an indelible education.”

Presentations take anywhere from 45 to 90
minutes, comprising single classrooms and com-
bined settings. As done in previous years, a
panel discussion will usually follow with repre-
sentatives from other genocidal nations.

When done, the committee will had
addressed up to a dozen schools both in
Merrimack Valley, including such colleges as
Northern Essex and UMass/Lowell which are
currently planning extended commemorations
throughout March and April.

In addition, the committee will be reaching
out to service clubs in the neighboring commu-
nities to become part of their speaker series and
contact governmental outlets in each of the
cities and towns for flag-raising ceremonies dur-
ing the week of April 24th. Presentations of
books reflecting the Armenian Genocide will
continue to be enhanced.

“Students have become very attuned to
human rights education, whether it’s the
Armenians or other beleaguered countries,”
said Dr. Ara Jeknavorian, an active component.
“Many never paid much attention to the mas-
sacres and now come away with a better under-
standing of what we went through in 1915 as
well as other confrontations. It’s become a mis-
sion we’re taking very seriously, especially this
year with the 100th anniversary.”

To invite greater input from the students,
questions are posed inside each of the class-
rooms.

One Armenian student, Kyle Garabedian, of
Billerica, responded, “The presentation had a
huge impact upon me because even though I’m
part-Armenian, I was never educated about
Armenians. The President must attend the cere-
monies in DC. Genocides show us that human
behavior can often be terrible and people don’t
know how to get along in this world.”

Another, Mark Khalife, was surprised to learn
how history books tend to cover up the
Armenian Genocide.

“People tend to find other races more inferi-
or compared to their own and lack rational
judgment,” he pointed out. “If I met a survivor,
I would ask how the genocide affects them in
today’s world.”

At Lowell High School, students were just as
interested. As in other programs, a 10-minute
introduction focuses upon the history and geog-
raphy about the country, the various genocides,
immigration and aftermath, focusing on

see EDUCATION, page 6

USC Deliveries
Of Health and
Hope Go to
Armenia

By Michelle Boston

LOS ANGELES and YEREVAN — Two years
ago when Tomik Vertanous learned that doc-
tors in Artsakh were severely lacking in medical
supplies, he was moved to action.

“They were still using pillows that dated back
to the collapse of the Soviet Union,” said
Vertanous, a junior political science major at
the University of Southern California (USC)
Dornsife College of Letters, Arts and Sciences
with a minor in health administration at the
USC Price School of Public Policy. “They didn’t
have suture kits. Not even cotton balls.”

With a friend, Vertanous created the non-
profit Hyer United, which collects expired but
still usable medical equipment and supplies
donated from Los Angeles-area hospitals to
send to rural areas of Armenia. Latex gloves,
gauze, antiseptic and syringes are just some of
the items that Hyer United’s volunteers box up
to make the two-month trip by ship and then by
car.

Vertanous and Hyer United co-founder Meher
Khechadori, a student at Glendale Community
College, wanted their work to focus on the cur-
rent economic and political situation in
Armenia.

There are areas that need to be improved
upon in order to make people’s daily lives bet-
ter.

“Because Armenia is still a developing coun-
try, there are areas that need to be improved
upon in order to make people’s daily lives bet-
ter,” Vertanous said. “I really felt that this was
a great way to have a lasting impact and an
immediate impact. That’s what drives us.”

The organization connected with a doctor in
a rural area of Armenia who attends to clinics
in 32 villages surrounding her own in Nagorno-
Karabagh, a wartorn region in the South
Caucus. This doctor determines the clinics’ sup-
ply needs and sends her requests to Hyer
United. Once she receives their care packages,
she speaks with Vertanous and Khechadori by
phone or emails photos to let them know how
their donations are being used.

For instance, one child who injured his head
was able to make the journey to a faraway hos-
pital for treatment because of the staples that
Hyer United had sent the small clinic where he
was initially examined.

“As a result he thankfully didn’t bleed out by
the time he got to the hospital,” Vertanous said.
“These are the impacts that drive the charity.”

Hyer United receives funding through private
donations and fundraising activities. The orga-
nization holds an annual dinner and dance
event, and recently organized a fitness day
where people could take boot camp and yoga
classes. The funds collected will go toward
financing the next medical supply shipments to
Armenia.

“Shipping is really expensive,” Vertanous
said. “About 99 percent of our funds go toward
shipping. Right now, we have a good amount of
inventory so once we secure donations to pay
for its shipping, we’ll send out another care
package.”

Vertanous’ goal is to provide support for
these rural villages until the nonprofit’s ser-
vices are eventually no longer required. He
hopes that in the future the Armenian govern-
ment will become stable enough to provide
health care services in the region.

“Our motto is to build the infrastructure of
these regions and better people’s daily lives,”
Vertanous said. “We’re more like a Band-Aid to

see HOPE, page 5

The Mayor, Sister City Delegation, and staff, including Deputy Mayor Alain Levy,
Secretary Allan Yeghia Jendian, Mayor Galina Shirshlina, Mayor Karen Grigoryan,
and Deputy Mayor Arthur Hadjian.

Mayor Karen Grigoryan with Allan Yeghia Jendian at the monument in the
Municipality Park.
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COMMUNITY NEWS

Mirror-Spectator
SSeeeekkiinngg  AAddvveerr ttiissiinngg  RReepprreesseennttaatt iivvee

The Armenian Mirror-Spectator is seeking a part-time advertising sales represen-
tative, starting immediately.
Salary will be based on commission only. Hours are flexible.
If interested in the position, contact Hasmik Saroyan at 617-924-4420 or email resume
and contact information to mirrorads75@gmail.com

SSeeeekkiinngg  RReecceepptt iioonniisstt  
The Armenian Mirror-Spectator is seeking a part-time receptionist, starting immedi-
ately.
Duties will include mailings and answering the phone, as well as soliciting adver-
tisement. Speaking Armenian is a plus but not necessary.
Knowledge of computers is a plus.
Pay commensurate with experience.
To apply, please email editor@mirrorspectator.com or aramarkun@gmail.com

HOPE, from page 4
stop the bleeding in hopes that the area we’re
helping will eventually have their own medical
resources, so they’re not dependent on us.”

Vertanous said that his political science edu-
cation at USC Dornsife has helped him under-
stand the fundamental concepts of how to fos-
ter self-sustainment when providing relief
through Hyer United. In particular, he pointed
to his recent course “Politics of Resources and

Development,” taught by Eliz Sanasarian, a pro-
fessor of political science.

“We looked at the case of Africa where bil-
lions of dollars get funneled into aid projects
that don’t bring about the desired results,”
Vertanous said. “People get discouraged. It’s
really helped me navigate my way with Hyer
United and avoid those situations. Self-sustain-
ment for the region where we’re working is our
end goal.”

USC Deliveries of Health and Hope go to Armenia

Advertize in the 
MIRROR

PARAMUS, N.J. — Late in 2013, Betty
Cherkezian and Nancy Burdman of New Jersey,
came up with the idea of Stitched with Love, a
program to provide newborn children in
Armenia with much-needed hats and blankets.
The Armenian Missionary Association of
America (AMAA) liked the idea and adopted the
program as part of its relief efforts in Armenia. 

More than 40,000 babies are born in Armenia
each year, yet few Armenian hospitals distribute
hats and blankets to newborns and none are
distributed in small towns and villages.

Stitched with Love strives to provide knitted
or crocheted hats and baby blankets to new-

borns in maternity hospitals throughout
Armenia. To achieve this goal, Stitched with
Love has reached out to Armenian communities
in the United States and has received growing
support from donors and knitters who wish to
participate in this cause.

Patterns and designs are also welcome.
Blankets should be a minimum of 30” x 30” in
size. Newborn hats should be between 9” to
14” in diameter. If needed, a basic pattern is
provided on the AMAA website. It is required
that only acrylic worsted weight yarn is used.

The support provided from individuals, com-
munity organizations and church groups has
been very encouraging and is making a real
contribution to the infants in Armenia. A lady
from North Carolina who recently participated
in this program wrote: “My maternal grand-
mother was the sole survivor in her family of
the Genocide. It is through her and my mother

that I was passed the talent of sewing and hand-
iwork. I am grateful to God and to them for this
gift and try to use that gift in service to others.
Thanks for your work in making this dream of
helping Armenian babies and children a reali-
ty.” 

During this Christmas and New Year season,
with the cooperation of the Head of the
Malatya-Sebastya Administrative District of
Yerevan, a special event was organized at
AMAA’s Khoren and Shooshanig Avedisian
School and Community Center for all expectant
teacher-mothers of the neighborhood. The
expectant teacher-mothers were welcomed in
the school hall by the school principal Melanya
Geghamyan, AMAA Armenian representative
Harout Nersessian and the head of the
Education Department of Malatia-Sebastia dis-
trict. During the gathering special film was pre-
sented devoted to maternity. It was a joyous
occasion at which time each expectant teacher-
mother received hats, blankets and other cloth-
ing Stitched with Love for their soon to be born

babies, as well as 2015 calendars, greeting cards
and booklets about AMAA. The event was high-
lighted in the Malatya-Sebastya local press. 

It is the hope of the ladies of Stitched with
Love program, that there will come a time,
when all the newborn babies in Armenia will go
home with their mothers, swaddled in a blanket
and hat made by caring individuals like you!

For more information on how to participate
and help in this effort, contact the AMAA office
in New Jersey, or visit www.amaa.org and click
on the Stitched with Love tab. Donations to
cover the cost of yarn, transportation & freight
can be mailed to the AMAA at 31 West Century
Road, Paramus, NJ 07652. To make a donation
by credit card, call the AMAA office or visit
AMAA’s website at www.amaa.org

Some of the expectant mothers in Armenia along with teachers from the school

AMAA’s ‘Stitched With Love’ Provides Hats, Blankets for Newborns in Armenia

Nancy BUrdman and Betty Cherkezian
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Mark J. Giragosian

Funeral Counselors
576 Mt. Auburn Street, Watertown, MA 02472, TEL: 617-924—0606

www.giragosianfuneralhome.com

DDENNIS M. DDEVENEY & SSONS
Cemetery Monuments

Specializing in
Armenian Designs and Lettering

770011  MMooooddyy  SStt..  WWaalltthhaamm,,  MMAA  0022554433
((778811))  889911--99887766  wwwwww..NNEEMMoonnuummeennttss..ccoomm

Managing Director 
Armenia Tree Project is seeking to hire a Managing Director. ATP has a 20 year

history of planting trees and conducting environmental education in Armenia.   The
Managing Director position is based in Watertown, MA and reports to ATP’s
Executive Committee.  The MD is responsible for the organization’s achievement of
its mission and financial objectives.
Candidates should have significant responsible management experience, com-

mitment to environmental matters, fundraising and donor development experience
and demonstrated involvement in support of the Republic of Armenia.
A detailed job description is available through the following link

(tinyurl.com/atpdirector).  To be considered, please send your professional resume
and cover letter to Armenia Tree Project, ATTN:  Search Committee, 4th floor, 65
Main Street, Watertown, MA   02472 or to tom@armeniatree.org.

SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE
for

Students of Armenian Descent
Having Completed One Year of College by June, 2015
Applications and other information may be obtained from

ARMENIAN STUDENTS’ ASSOCIATION
Scholarship Committee

333 Atlantic Avenue • Warwick, RI 02888
Tel. 401 461-6114 • Fax 401 461-6112

e-mail: headasa@aol.com website: www.asainc.org

Deadline for returning completed Applications:  March 15, 2015

Donations
Rita Balian donated $500 to the Armenian Mirror-Spectator in memory of her late husband,
Vartkess.

Peter Balakian donated $200 to the Armenian Mirror-Spectator in appreciation of its contribu-
tions to Armenian-American culture.

Marjorie Martiesian donated $100 to the Armenian Mirror-Spectator in memory of her parents,
Andre and Sadie Martiesian of Providence, who were longtime members of the ADL.

Nancy R. Kolligian of Watertown donated $100 to the Armenian Mirror-Spectator.

EDUCATION, from page 4
cultural, church and social life of Armenians. A
documentary on survivor stories may also be
used, time permitting.

“I’d like to hear the Turkish side of things
and learn more about the history of
Armenia,” said Jessica Lyons of Lowell.
“Genocide shows that human beings aren’t
always sympathetic about the well-being of
other people and can become power hungry

in the end.”
The Merrimack Valley Committee recently

met in Watertown with a contingent from the
Genocide Education Project in California.
Ideas were exchanged and both groups
remained buoyant over their imminent activi-
ties this year throughout the United States.

The meeting was arranged by Dr. Dikran
Kaligian, another activist who has addressed
schools throughout Greater Boston.

AMHERST, Mass. — For the second year in a
row, Prof. Armen Baibourtian of the University
of Massachusetts, Amherst, a former ambas-
sador, hosted a group of students at the United
Nations Headquarters in New York City. 

“For many of us this was the first time visit-
ing the United Nations,” says Shea Kelly. “With
Professor Baibourtian’s first hand experience
working in the UN alongside meetings we were
offered an insider’s perspective.”

Studdents started their day with a tour
through the outside garden of the UN, where
gifts from various members of the United
Nations are displayed. “We saw fascinating
pieces, including part of the fallen Berlin Wall,
a sculpture gifted by The Soviet Union, and a
Japanese Peace Bell,” reports Kelly.  

Baibourtian arranged meetings with
Ambassador Zohrab Mnatsakanian, the perma-
nent representative of Armenia to the UN and
with John Ericson, from the Office of human
Resources Management.

Mnatsakanian spoke of some of the most pri-
oritized initiatives of the General Assembly in
the coming years such as disarmament, peace
and security, and development and human
rights. He also discussed the unique and diffi-

cult position the UN holds, as they have 193
member states that must work to structure a
common solution to global events.

Ericson explained the many career paths and
employment options in the UN.

The last meeting of the day was with
Ambassador Movses Abelian, who is director of
the UN Security Council Affairs Division. He dis-
cussed the importance of the Security Council in
regards to sanctions and addressing threats to
international peace and security and gave stu-
dents his perspective on debates to make the
composition of the Security Council more inclu-
sive, a much deliberated topic within the UN.

Students also toured the UN General
Assembly Hall and the UN Security Council
Military Staff Committee room.

“Throughout this visit, we were shown the
diverse challenges facing the global community
and the multi-faceted approach the UN takes to
combat these challenges,” says Kelly. “In talk-
ing with the Ambassadors, we were also able to
gain a sense of how everyday affairs work in the
UN. This trip was a great opportunity for us to
see the dynamic nature of the UN and inspired
those of us who hope to work in international
relations.”

Prof. Baibourtian Takes UMass Students to UN

Merrimack Valley Genocide Education

Students from Billerica High School were given a presentation on the Armenian Genocide by Tom
Vartabedian and Dr. Ara Jeknavorian, members of the Armenian Genocide Education Committee of
Merrimack Valley.
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january
•A petition by Dogu Perinçek, president of the Workers’ Party
of Turkey, challenged his arrest for the denial of the Armenian
Genocide in Switzerland.
•California Assemblyman Mike Gatto introduced a resolution
in the California Assembly asking for the US to recognize
Nagorno Karabagh as an independent republic. Three organi-
zations expressed support for the legislation, including the
Armenian National Committee of America, the Unified Young
Armenians and the Armenian Council of America. The
California State Assembly on May 5 passed Joint Resolution 32
to recognize the Nagorno Karabagh Republic as a sovereign
state. The bill makes California the most populous government
entity to call for Artsakh’s recognition.
•The family of Recep Tayyip Erdogan, including his son, Bilal,
were embroiled in a corruption trial, including dealings with a
Saudi Arabian businessman, Yasin al-Qaidi, who is said to have
ties with al-Qaeda, according to US authorities.
•More suspects were arrested in January in the murder of
Turkish-Armenian journalist Hrant Dink in Istanbul. The sus-
pects, arrested in Trabzon, were considered to be key suspects
and arrest orders for them were issued after they failed to
attend an initial hearing.

•The Zoryan Institute published
the long-awaited English transla-
tion of The Armenian Genocide:
Evidence from the German
Foreign Office Archives 1915-
1916, compiled and edited by
Wolfgang Gust. The book con-
tains telegrams, letters and
reports form German consular
officials in the Ottoman Empire
to the Foreign Office in Berlin
which describe in graphic and
shocking detail the unfolding
Genocide.

•Armenian music lovers lost two great talents at the end of
December and beginning of January. Conductor Aram
Gharabekian died at age 58. Born in Iran and educated in the

US and Germany, he was the conductor of Armenia’s National
Chamber Orchestra. Prof. Vahe Berberian was a noted cellist
and musicologist. He was born in Athens, Greece, to renowned
composer Hampartzoum Berberian, and his wife, Serpouhi.
He was a professor of music at Clarion University of
Pennsylvania for 33 years prior to his retirement.  
•Dilijan Chamber Music paid tribute to the music of Tigran
Mansourian. A glowing review in the Los Angeles Times,
called Mansourian “a stellar international figure.”
•Rachel Kaprielian, a former state representative from
Watertown, was named by Massachusetts Gov. Deval Patrick
as the state’s new secretary of labor and workforce develop-
ment. She was most recently head of the state’s Registry of
Motor Vehicles.
•On the seventh anniversary of the death of Hrant Dink, more
than 10,000 people gathered in Istanbul on January 19 in
Taksim Square.
•An Armenian soldier was killed on the Karabagh border after
an attempted incursion into Artsakh by Azeri military forces.
•An Armenian-American soldier, Marine Capt. Matthew P.
Manoukian, credited for saving the lives of fellow comrades,
received a posthumous Navy Cross for heroic actions while
deployed in Afghanistan. Manoukian and Staff Sgt. Sky R.
Mote, were credited with saving the lives of the other soldiers
in the battalion and dying in the process.

•The names of the members of Armenia’s Olympic team were
released: they are Sergey Mikayelyan, Artur Yeghoyan, Katya
Galstyan and Arman Serebrakian. 
•David of Sassoun: An Armenian Epic, retold by poet and
writer David Kherdian and illustrated by Nonny Hagrogian,
was released this month. Written in the ninth century, the
saga is composed of a series of individual legendary tales that
have been coordinated into a unified narrative, consisting of
four cycles, linked together through genealogical succession. 
•Armenians participated in the unrest in Kiev, Ukraine, in the
Maidan protests.
•A new Genocide memoir appeared, titled Defying Fate, the fifth
volume of the Genocide Library, published in Los Angeles. The
book is the memoirs of the late Aram and Dirouhi Avedian, who
were survivors of the Armenian Genocide. 
•According to the Guardian newspaper, actress Meg Ryan will
make her directorial debut with the film “Ithaca,” based on
William Saroyan’s novel, The Human Comedy. She is report-
edly going to star in the movie along with Sam Shepard and
Melanie Griffith. Her frequent co-star, Tom Hanks, will report-
edly serve as executive producer. The story is about a teenage
telegram delivery boy in America during World War II wit-
nessing the impact of the conflict on those to whom he deliv-
ers messages. 
•During an official visit to the Czech Republic on January 30,
Armenian President Serge Sargisian met with his Czech coun-
terpart, Milos Zeman, who said that the killings of Armenians
in Ottoman Turkey constituted a Genocide.
•The California State Assembly voted unanimously on
January 29 to pass Assembly member Adrin Nazarian’s bill, AB
659, encouraging schools to use oral histories when teaching
about the Armenian Genocide.

february
•Armenia launched its first tablet, called ArmTab. The
Ministry of Education plans to distribute the ArmTab in
schools starting in 2015.
•Armenian Chess Grandmaster Levon Aronian dined with
French-Armenian singing legend Charles Aznavour in Zurich.
Aronian defeated world champion Magnus Carlsen in the
Zurich Challenge tournament. 

•TCA benefactor Eleanor
Dickranian died on February
16, at age 101. She and her
husband, Arshag, had founded
the school that bore her hus-
band’s name, in Los Angeles.
She was born in 1912 in
California and married
Dickranian in 1932. 
•The plight of Syrians and
Syrian-Armenians was a major
topic in the Middle East,
Europe and the US. In
Washington, a panel discussion
hosted by the Heritage
Foundation titled “Marked for Destruction: The Plight of
Syria’s Christians with Syrian Christian Leaders,” featured sev-
eral members of Syrian clergy as well as Armenian Church
leaders from Syria. The discussion was co-hosted by the
Westminster Institute and Barnabas Aid Fund.
•The Turkish government returned 42 acres of land in Istanbul to
the Armenian community about 40 years after it was seized. The
land is located across from the Surp Pirgic Armenian Hospital and
is now under the control of its foundation.
•The Yad Vashem Museum-Institute in Israel posthumously
awarded Haroutyoun Khachatryan, a military physician during
World War II, the Righteous Among the Nations Award on

February 4. Israel’s ambas-
sador to Armenia, Shmuel
Meirom and honorary con-
sul of Israel in Armenia,
Ashot Shakhmuradyan,
handed the medal to the
honoree’s granddaughter,
singer Anna Khachatryan.
Haroutyoun Khachatryan
was honored for saving
Jewish lives in the war.
•Bishop Armash
Nalbandian, Primate of the
Armenian Church of

Damascus, paid an official visit to California, along with other
Syrian Christian leaders, to meet with Armenian-American and
government leaders to discuss the plight of Syria’s Christian
minority.  
•Archi Galentz keeps his family tradition of art alive in Berlin.
Galentz is a painter who also has a gallery in the city’s
Wedding District. 

•Astrophysicist and member of Armenia’s National Academy
of Sciences Grigor Gurzadyan died on February 22. He was
born in 1922 in Baghdad to parents who had fled the
Armenian Genocide in 19015. The family eventually moved to
Armenia and he became a student of Viktor Hambartsumian.
He eventually headed the Garni Astronomy Laboratory of the
Byurakan Observatory and later held senior positions at
Yerevan State University and Yerevan Polytechnic Institute in
the field of astrophysics. 
•The French government paid tribute to the life of French-
Armenian Resistance leader during World War II, Misak
Manouchian, on the 70th anniversary of his execution by the
Nazis. Attending the ceremony were French government offi-
cials as well as the most famous French-Armenian, Charles
Aznavour.
•A Montreal exhibit organized by the Montreal Holocaust
Memorial Centre and the Local Armenian community at the
Federation CJA Lobby, remembered and honored the memory
of the victims of the Armenian Genocide.
•The Diocese of the Armenian Church of America (Eastern),
paid tribute to the legacy of the late Patriarch of Jerusalem
Torkom Manoogian. 

the Year in Reviewthe Year in Review



•Dr. Hagop Martin Deranian spoke about the Armenian
Orphan Rug at the Armenian Museum of America.
•The new director of the Armenian Communities Department
of the Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation in Portugal, Dr.
Razmik Panossian, spoke at the National Association for
Armenian Studies and Research headquarters in Belmont,
Mass. Despite the inclement weather, the lecture hall was full
to bursting as Panossian laid out his vision for the Armenian
community.

march
•For an all-too-brief week, Edgar Martirosyan became the
most famous Armenian-American in Southern California,
eclipsing the Kardashians. Martirosyan, from the Burbank-

based Big Mama’s & Papa’s chain, delivered pizzas live to the
stage of the Academy Awards, hosted by Ellen DeGeneres.
Hungry A-listers such as Julia Roberts, Meryl Streep, Jared
Leto and Jennifer Lawrence eagerly took slices as Martirosyan
walked between the aisles. 
•The Armenian National Institute, the Armenian Genocide
Museum of America and Armenian Assembly of America, in
cooperation with the Mother See of Holy Echmiadzin and the
Armenian Genocide-Museum Institute in Armenia, announced
the release of a major exhibit consisting of 20 panels with
more than 150 historic photographs documenting the role of
the Armenian Church during the Armenian Genocide.
•Relics from the Armenian Genocide were unveiled during a
conference focusing on the heroes and survivors of the
Genocide, at the Ararat-Eskijian Museum in Mission Hills,

Calif., on March 22. Among those was a dress belonging to an
orphan from Hadjin. The permanent home of the dress is the
Bethel College Library in Mishawaka, Ind. It was located by
filmmaker Bared Maronian.
•After a long struggle, the Governor’s Council in Boston
rejected Joseph Berman, Massachusetts Gov. Deval Patrick’s
pick for a seat on the Superior Court in a tied vote. His rejec-
tion, in part, stemmed from his support for the Anti-
Defamation League, and the latter’s ambiguous position on
the Armenian Genocide.
•Members of Congress released statements and made state-
ments on the 26th anniversary of the anti-Armenian pogroms
in Sumgait, Kirovabad and Baku, Azerbaijan.
European Union High Representative for Foreign Affairs and
Security Policy Catherine Ashton visited New Julfa and
Isfahan, Iran, where she met with Archimandrite Anania
Gujanian and toured Armenian churches there.
•The Armenian International Women’s Association (AIWA)
printed the English-language translation of works by Zabel
Yessayan. The two books are Gardens of Silihdar, in which the
author looks back at her childhood in Istanbul, and My Soul
in Exile, a novel.
•The city of Kessab in Syria came under attack by Muslim
extremist groups, many of which seem to easily cross the bor-
der into Turkey and back. Meanwhile, Turkey shot down a
Syrian military jet. Several Armenian lawmakers paid an offi-
cial visit to Syria. The US State Department spokesperson on
March 28 said the US government is “deeply troubled” by the
fighting and violence that is causing the local Armenian pop-
ulation in Kessab to flee. More than 600 Armenian families

had left Kessab after armed extremists penetrated by across
the Turkish border and seized control of the town. A demon-
stration took place outside the UN office in Yerevan, with the
demand for an end to the persecution of Armenians and other
minorities by illegal armed units.
•Teacher Lisa Apovian, left, received the coveted Sontag Prize

in Urban Education, given out
annually to educators who strive
for the educational welfare of a
community. Apovian is a third-
grade teacher  at Parthum School
in Lawrence.
•The Tekeyan Cultural Association
Mher Megerdchian Theatrical
Group hosted the “Big Bad Armo
Show” in New York City February
28 and March 1. Created by award-
winning writer Lory Tatoulian, the
show introduced East Coast audi-

ences to a world of new characters and hilarious comedy. 
•Prof. Richard Frye, a pioneer in the field of Armenian stud-
ies, died on March 27. Frye was the seminal figure in the estab-
lishment of Iranian Studies in the United States also. Frye
studied under Armenologist Robert P. Blake at Harvard and
was also an early and lifelong advocate of Armenian studies
and was the catalyst for the establishment of the National
Association for Armenian Studies and Research. He was 94.
•The Socially Relevant Film Festival made its debut in March in
New York, featuring more than 55 films from 18 countries. The
festival was founded by writer and actress Nora Armani and fea-
tured three Armenian-themed documentaries and features,
including “Orphans of the Genocide” by Bared Maronian.
•German-Armenian Archeologist Hourig Sourouzian was
among the team that unveiled two colossal statues of Pharaoh 
•On March 29, pianist Artun Miskciyan gave a recital at the
Steinway Gallery in Detroit, at a program sponsored by the

Tekeyan Cultural Association to honor Margaret Benian for
her contributions to the community as an accomplished
pianist. 
• The TCA Arshag Dickranian School raised $20,000 for the
school at a dinner dance at the school’s Walter and Laurel
Karabian Hall.

april
•Umit Kurt, a PhD candidate in the Department of History at
Clark University in Worcester, Mass., spoke at a lecture on the
seizure of Armenian properties in Aintab on April 10. A group
of organizations, including the Tekeyan Cultural Association,
Greater New York Chapter, hosted the lecture at St. Leon
Church in Fairlawn, NJ.

•The Armenian community in
Massachusetts was saddened by
the death of the Very Rev.
Raphael Andonian, the longtime
pastor of Holy Cross Armenian
Catholic Church. Andonian, a
member of the Mekhitarist Order
in Venice, had led the church
since 1993, died after a short bat-
tle with cancer. He was buried on
the grounds of St. Lazarus, in
Venice. 
•Senators Robert Menendez and

Mark Kirk introduced a new Armenian Genocide resolution in
the Senate on April 3. The Senate Foreign Relations
Committee approved it on April 10.

•Armenian Prime Minister Tigran Sargisian resigned after
serving six years. He was the former chairman of the country’s
Central Bank. He was soon named as the new ambassador to
the US, replacing Tatul Markarian. He met with President
Obama in June. He met with former executive director of the
TCA Central Board of Directors Kevork Marashlian and his
wife, Vartiter, at the Armenian Embassy.
•Nazar Nazarian hosted a reception to bid adieu to Armenia’s
popular ambassador to the United Nations, Garen Nazarian, at
Anahid Armenian Kitchen in Paterson, NJ.  He was also hon-
ored by a slew of Armenian-American organizations. 
•A plethora of commemorative events took place this month.
In Boston, an emotional program paid tribute to survivors and
victims of the Armenian Genocide, as well as the victims of the
Boston Marathon Bombing the previous year which had
forced the cancellation of last year’s event. Outgoing Gov.
Deval Patrick paid tribute to the state’s Armenian community,
thanking them for supporting him when he was faltering in
his first campaign. The speaker was famed attorney Mark
Geragos and the honoree was architect Donald Tellalian, who

had designed the Armenian
Heritage Park in Boston. In
Washington, the Congressional
Caucus on Armenian Issues, the
Embassy of Armenia and the
office of Nagorno Karabagh
Republic and Armenian-
American organizations hosted
a program on Capitol Hill, fea-
turing keynote speaker Ragip
Zarakolu, a Turkish author,
human rights activist and pub-
lisher. Harvard University hosted a program featuring film-
maker Carla Garapedian, on Sunday, April 27. The program
was organized by Harvard Kennedy School’s Carr Center for
Human Rights Policy and the Harvard Foundation. In

Armenia, President Serge Sargisian headed the official dele-
gation that paid tribute to the victims of the Armenian
Genocide. As always, Times Square saw thousands of
Armenians and their supporters come together. 
•Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan on April 23
issued a message lamenting the “shared pain” of the
Armenians and Turks. The US and several other allies praised
Erdogan for the positive step, while most Armenians around
the world expressed skepticism for the timing as well as the
muddled message.
•The Armenian community worldwide lost one of its top pho-
tographers, longtime Associated Press staffer Harry
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Koundakjian. Koundakjian, the former photo editor for AP in
the Middle East and New York City, died at age 83 in
Manhattan following complications after open heart surgery.
His wife and daughter survive him. 
•Armenian music lost two greats, Lucy Ishkanian Tankian and
Konstantin Orbelian. The former was a prominent pianist and
benefactor of the arts. She helped gifted students from the
Komitas Conservatory in Yerevan to study at the Juilliard
School of Music in New York. She was 80 and died in New
York City. Orbelian was a pianist, composer and head of the
state Estrada Orchestra of Armenia. He had composed many
classical compositions, as well.
•The London TCA chapter held a reception in honor of
Armenia’s Ambassador to the UK Dr. Armen Sarkissian. From
left, Garo Boyadjian, Bishop Vahan Hovhannisian, Ambassador
Armen Sarkissian, Vasken Kassemdjian and Vartan
Ouzounian.
•More than 700 people attended a ground blessing at the site
for the proposed Pasadena Armenian Genocide Memorial on
April 27. 

•Two students form the Arshag Dickranian School won in the
city-side Earth Day Poster Contest titled “Green Cities.” They
were fifth-grade student Julianna Mkrtchyan and ninth-grader
Ani Sarafian.

may
•Archbishop Khajag Barsamian was reelected as Primate of
the Diocese of the Armenian Church of America (Eastern).
•The White House, after receiving a letter from more than 30
members of Congress, agreed to exhibit the Orphan Rug. The
rug, woven by orphans of the Armenian Genocide in 1920, was
presented to President Calvin Coolidge in 1925 as a symbol of
gratitude for Armenian aid and generosity. The rug was even-
tually displayed in December. In a related development, the
Armenian Cultural Foundation released the second edition of
President Calvin Coolidge and the Armenian Orphan Rug by
Dr. Hagop Martin Deranian. The German translation of the
book, Armenische Waisenteppich, was published in France,
thanks to the efforts of Mirror-Spectator correspondent
Muriel Mirak-Weissbach, who had read about the book and the
rug in the newspaper. The launch of the German version took
place in Berlin, hosted by Armenia’s ambassador to Germany,
Vahan Hovhannisian.
•Catholicos of All Armenians Karekin II traveled to Rome to
meet with Pope Francis.
•The only known manuscript of General Andranik Ozanian,
the national hero who died in 1927, found a permanent home
at the National History Museum in Yerevan.
•A gala hosted by the University of Southern California-based
Shoah Foundation honored President Barack Obama for his
commitment to human rights. The Ambassadors for Humanity

Gala featured many guests, including foundation founder
Steven Spielberg. Also present were Armenian Genocide sur-

vivor Yevgine Salibian and her granddaughter Talin
Bahadarian, filmmaker Carla Garapedian and reality television
star Kim Kardashian. 
•The Tekeyan Centre Fund in Yerevan hosted a Tekeyan
Olympiad, or contest of knowledge, for students from Armenia
and Karabagh. British Ambassador to Armenia Kathy Leach
handed out the prizes.
•During a visit to Armenia, French President Francois
Hollande said that the recognition of the Armenian Genocide
is necessary. 
•A divine liturgy was celebrated for the first time in the
Turkish-occupied side of Cyprus, at the Armenian Church of
Virgin Mary on May 11.
•An Armenian Genocide monument was unveiled in Lowell,
Mass. After three years, the unique memorial was placed at
City Hall Plaza. It was designed by Daniel Varoujan Hejinian.
•The Anti-Defamation League issued another statement say-
ing it wanted to clarify that it recognizes the Armenian
Genocide. The statement preceded the appearance of ADL
director Abraham Foxman at Suffolk University Law School,
which had been facing a backlash from students and commu-
nity activists.
•On May 9-12, several
meetings were held
between the Central
Board of Directors of the
Tekeyan Cultural
Association of United
States and Canada, the
Trustees of TCA London
Trust and the Trustees of
YCA Yerevan Foundation,
and the representatives of
the Armenian Democratic
Liberal Party of Armenia.
The groups agreed on the
purchase of a new TCA
building in Yerevan.
Pictured are, from left, Nar Khatchadourian, Silva Aharonian,
Hagop Vartivarian, Roupen Mirzakhanian, Vartan Ouzounian,
The purchase of the building was finalized on September 22. 
•Many of Boston’s top chefs came together on May 21 at the
Royal Sonesta Hotel Boston for the Chefs Party for Our Park

fundraiser, helping the Armenian Heritage Park. The program
raised $95,000 for the upkeep of the park. 
•Scholar, fundraiser extraordinaire and all around story teller
Dr. Vartan Gregorian received the Dean’s Medal at Tufts
University for his contributions to philanthropy and scholar-
ship.
•ADL and Tekeyan’s Hagop Vartivarian received the Movses
Khorenatsi Medal from President Serge Sargisian of Armenia
on May 28 for his contributions to Armenian and Armenian
culture.

june
•Azerbaijan started a series of attacks on Armenia. In June,
two soldiers were killed on the country’s border with
Nakhijevan. Two soldiers, Andranik Yeghoyan and Boris
Gasparyan, were killed.
•Aleppo was continuously bombed, with the Armenian neigh-
borhood of Nor Kyough declared a disaster zone. Several
Armenians died in the spring.
•In Mosul, the fundamentalist group Islamic State of Iraq and

Syria (ISIS) attacked Holy Echmiadzin Armenian Church in
Mosul, Iraq. This month and the next, Christians, including
Armenians, fled the city en masse, after ISIS issued a choice:
either convert to Islam, pay a tax or face death.

•Armenia named a new ambassador to the United Nations,
Zohrab Mnatsakanyan, who was feted on June 17 by members
of the TCA Greater New York Chapter. 
•TCA of US and Canada held its 33rd convention in June in
New Jersey. Participating were delegates from New York, New

Jersey, Boston, Philadelphia, Detroit, Montreal, Toronto,
Pasadena/Glendale and Los Angeles Chapters. At the event’s
grand banquet, the TCA paid tribute to member Hagop
Vartivarian.
•The House Foreign Affairs Committee passed the Turkey
Christian Churches Accountability Act. Introduced by its chair,
Ed Royce, and Ranking Member Eliot Engel, the bill requires
that the Secretary of State, on an annual basis, “submit ... a
report on the status and return of stolen, confiscated or oth-
erwise unreturned Christian Churches, places of worship and
other properties” in Turkey and northern Cyprus until 2021.
•Russia-based Armenian businessman Levon Hayrapetian was
arrested in Russia, on suspicion of having ties with an orga-
nized criminal group. Several Karabagh lawmakers lobbied for
his release, protesting his innocence.

july
•President Serge
Sargisian completed a
tour of South America,
visiting Argentina,
Uruguay and Chile.
While in Argentina, he
took part in the ground-
breaking ceremony of
the Armenian Genocide
Museum in Buenos
Aires on July 8. 

•Nazalie “Nellie” Nazarian died on June 12, sur-
rounded by her family, at age 102. She was the last
Armenian Genocide survivor in the   Merrimack
Valley. 

YEAR IN REVIEW



10 S A T U R D A Y,  J A N U A R Y 1 0 ,  2 0 1 5 T H E A R M E N I A N M I R R O R - S P E C TAT O R

YEAR IN REVIEW

•The once-hoped-for Armenian Genocide Museum officially
came to a full stop on July 15, when the US Court of Appeals
for the DC Circuit unanimously upheld a 2011 trial judge’s
order awarding the property intended for the museum toe the
Cafesjian Family Foundation. The panels’ decision rejected
competing claims by the Armenian Assembly of America,
which had sought a new trial. The court voiced dismay over
what it called the “morass of litigation” that has entangled
museum plans.
•Writer and professor Gary Goshgarian, a 1964 graduate of
Worcester Polytechnic Institute, received the Robert H.
Goddard Award for Outstanding Professional Achievement for
his career as an accomplished novelist.
•The film “The Cut” by Turkish-German director Fatih Akin
was released in Germany. The feature film is about an
Armenian man during the Genocide.

august
•Aram Arkun, a former associate editor of the Armenian
Mirror-Spectator, came back to the newspaper after his move
to the Boston area. Arkun is a scholar specializing in modern
Armenian history and has published a number of articles on
the Armenians of Cilicia. Later, in November, Arkun was also
named as the new TCA executive director.
•About 18 soldiers were killed in renewed tensions in
Nagorno Karabagh, of which five were Armenian. 
•KOHAR Symphony Orchestra and Choir conductor Sebouh
Apkarian died at his home in Cyprus after a brief illness.

•Longtime ADL and Tekeyan
member Yervant Babayan died
in Los Angeles at age 101. 
•An Armenian border village
resident arrested by Azerbaijani
security forces after crossing
into Azerbaijan in disputed cir-
cumstances died under suspi-
cious circumstances. In addition,
Azerbaijan shot down an
Armenian helicopter. The
Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe urged
Armenia and Azerbaijan to

honor their 20-year-old truce.
•Armenia offered aid to Iraqi Yezidis under attack by ISIS.
•The Ebola virus has one Armenian-American enemy: Chris
Garabedian, CEO of Sarepta Therapeutics in Cambridge, Mass.
The company is working on a cure for the deadly virus.
•Armenia’s Foreign Minister Eduard Nalbandian attended the
inauguration ceremony for Turkey’s new president, Recep
Tayyip Erdogan on August 28. He handed Erdogan a letter
from President Serge Sargisian, inviting him to Yerevan on
April 24, 2015.

september
•Hermes debuted its limited-edition Armenian Alphabet silk
scarf, to make the 25th anniversary of the establishment of the

Protestant-France-Armenian Solidarity Charity Association.
Designed by Karen Petrossian, the scarf honors Mesrop
Mashtots, the creator of the Armenian alphabet. 
•The Armenian and Azerbaijani presidents met along with US
Secretary of State John Kerry, on the sidelines of the NATO
Summit in Newport, Wales.
•On September 12, a European Union regional parliament, for
the first time ever, adopted a motion supporting the self-deter-
mination of Nagorno Karabagh. The Basque Parliament prais-
es the strong determination of the people there for their
choice for democracy, despite obstacles.
•The Detroit chapter of the TCA held an evening of poetry,
attracting a capaci-
ty audience. The
highlight of the
evening was the
introduction of two
books of select
poems written by
Vahan Tekeyan and
translated by
Gerald Papasian
and John Papasian
and edited by
Edmond Azadian

and Gerald Papasian. Among those reciting poems were Nora
Azadian, Vahan Tekeyan’s one-time student, and artist Airea
Matthews, a poet. 
•Catholicos Aram I of the Great House of Cilicia announced
at the Armenia-Diaspora Conference in Yerevan that his office
was initiating legal claims against Turkey to regain ownership
of the historic headquarters of the catholicosate, in Sis, now
part of Turkey.

•The Armenian Genocide monument and the Holy Martyrs
Church in Deir Zor were substantially damaged after an attack
by ISIS. US officials and Armenians around the world con-
demned the attack. 
•President Serge Sargisian delivered a talk on September 24
at the 69th session of the UN General Assembly in New York
City, in which he made a stand for recognition of the Armenian
Genocide and lost his cool with Turkey dragging its feet on rat-
ifying the protocols for normalization with Armenia. In his
fiery talk, at one point, he said, “To hell with your ratification.”
•Edmond Azadian delivered several lectures in North America

about the two books of Vahan Tekeyan poems he had edited,
including in Los Angeles, New Jersey, Fresno and Toronto. 

october
•Vice President Joseph Biden issued an apology to Turkey’s
president, Recep Tayyip Erdogan, for remarks suggesting that
Turkey helped facilitate the rise of ISIS, at a talk at Harvard.
•On October 10, Armenia officially joined the Eurasian
Customs Union, backed by Russia, after it turned down a
potential Association agreement with the European Union.
•Holy Trinity Church of Cheltenham, Penn., celebrated its
80th anniversary.
•Two new centers of learning opened in Armenia. The Dilijan
International School came together through the efforts of
Ruben Vardanian and other investors, including Nubar Afeyan.
In Yerevan, the Khoren and Shooshanig Avedisian School and
Community Center opened, thanks to the efforts of Edward
Avedisian and his family
•The 14th anniversary of Sponsor a Teacher Program was cel-
ebrated in Armenia and Karabagh. For the past 14 years, the
project has raised more than $604,000 and reached out to
more than 5,000 teachers and staff. 
•Benefactress Laurel Dickranian Karabian died after a battle
with cancer. She was 60. She was born in Beverly Hills to
Archie and Eleanor Dickranian. She and her family were  sup-
porters of the school that bore her father’s name.
•The annual Armenian Heritage Park Lecture focused on
human rights journalism. The program featured journalists
Ray Suarez, Thomas Mucha and Stephen Kurkjian. Also
speaking was Boston Mayor Martin Walsh, Dr. Carolann
Najarian and Courtney Radsch .
•Boston’s former mayor — the longest serving in the history
of the city — Thomas Menino, died after a battle with cancer.
Menino died on
October 30, at age
71. He was a sup-
porter of the
Armenian Heritage
Park in Boston and
attended its open-
ing, along with Gov.
Deval Patrick,
Middlesex County
Sheriff Peter
Koutoujian and Armenia’s Foreign Minister Eduard
Nalbandian.

november
•The Armenia Tree Project celebrated its 20th anniversary
with a grand banquet in Boston on November 8 that raised
$450,000. The event, held at Boston’s John Joseph Moakly US
Courthouse, was attended by more than 500 people.
•The annual Hayastan All Armenia Fund Telethon raised $12
million on Thanksgiving Day.
•Former Primate of Brazil Archbishop Datev Gharibian died
on November 26. He was 77.
•Jack Hadjinian was elected the first Armenian-American
mayor of the city of Montebello, Calif.
•The rags-to-riches story of Movses Gulesian, an immigrant to
Massachusetts who had fled Marash, Turkey, in the late 19th
century, became even more entwined with the history of the
city he loved. On November 22, a time capsule was removed
from a lion statue that ornaments Boston’s Old State House
and its contents were made public. Among the items that were
put back into the lion as another time capsule were an essay
written by Donald Tellalian, the architect of the Boston
Heritage Park and the designer of its statue, on how Gulesian
paid for the Lion and Unicorn statues to be erected in front of
the Old State House. Other items to be put in the new time
capsule are tickets from the April 20, 2012 Fenway Park
Centennial Boston Red Sox game.
•The Society for Armenian Studies, a primarily American asso-
ciation of scholars and supporters of Armenology, celebrated
its 40th anniversary with an international conference in
Yerevan in October and a conference in Washington in
November. 

december
•The Patriarch of Jerusalem Nourhan Manougian issued a
blunt public missive criticizing Catholicos of All Armenians
Karekin II. The Supreme Spiritual Council in Holy
Echmiadzin, under the presidency of the Catholicos, issued a
public response, saying that the former’s behavior was unac-
ceptable and diminished the church, especially as the
Armenian people were heading toward the centennial of the
commemoration of the Genocide. The AGBU also issued a
statement of support for Catholicos Karekin II, expressing its
support for the Patriarchate of Jerusalem and encouraging
cordial ties between the patriarchate and Echmiadzin.
•Israel’s President Reuven Rivlin, who used to be an outspo-
ken advocate of Israel’s recognition of the Armenian Genocide,
has decided not to renew his signature on an annual petition
calling for Israel to officially recognize the mass killings as
genocide.
•A library dedicated to the late Ara Kalaydjian, the former edi-
tor of the Armenian Mirror-Spectator as well as Sion, the
monthly publication of the Armenian Patriarchate of
Jerusalem, at St. James Armenian Church in Watertown. Much

of the library’s collection was donated by his wife, Shoushan,
combined with the parish’s collection and books dedicated by
his brother, Alex Kalaydjian, who will serve as librarian. 
•Agos newspaper in Turkey published a story by journalist
Murat Bardakci in which he said that a Turkish Historical
Society official removed “dispatch registers” kept after the
deportation law was issued in 1915 from the Ottoman archives
and hid them in the archives of another institution.
•The government of Switzerland announced that it would
appeal the ruling of the European Court of Human Rights of
December 2013, which had overturned the conviction of
Turkish national Dogu Perinçek for denying the Armenian
Genocide. Amal Clooney, according to journalist Harut
Sassounian, will represent Armenia in the Perinçek v.
Switzerland case and will be joined by two Armenian govern-
ment representatives, Gevorg Kostanyann and Emil Babayan.
•A giant in the field of med-
icine, Dr. Edgar M.
Housepian, died in New
York. Housepian had been a
professor of clinical neuro-
logical surgery at Columbia
University and founder of
Fund for Armenian Relief.
He was 86. 
•Publisher and human
rights activist Ragip
Zarakolu was honored for
his courage in Berlin.
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The Music Never Stops
With Ara Topouzian

DETROIT —Ara Topouzian’s life revolves around music. He can be found per-
forming on the kanoun, recording other people’s music, compiling a docu-
mentary about the history of Armenian music in his community or keeping oth-
ers informed with a blog he has called “Hye Times.”

Either way, you cannot help notice his contribution to the arts, given the
number of awards he has
received and the impact he
has made in the medium.

His traditional musical
style keeps to his Armenian
heritage but has expanded

to include music from around the Middle East, as well as jazz, fusion, new age
and blues.

A one-hour film documentary on the history of Armenian music in Detroit
appears to be a surefire treasure. He’s also narrating it, drawing from his own
experiences as well as others from previous generations.

It features visits to local metro Detroit locations where Armenian music was
once prominent as well as rare interviews with some artists and nightclub
patrons of that era.

Topouzian calls it “Guardians of Music: A History of Armenian Music in
Detroit.”

He is sharing rare photographs and newspaper clippings that promoted
music in the clubs and dance halls in an effort to show the diversity and vibran-
cy of his area.

“As the Armenian community grew in America, so did the opportunities to
hear Armenian music,” Topouzian noted. “For a 50-year period (1920-1970),
the Detroit community hosted thousands of church events, picnics and dances
that centered on Armenian folk and dance music.”

Topouzian goes on to say that eventually, non-Armenian nightclub owners
recognized the need to dedicate an evening or two for “Armenian Night” fea-
turing local Armenian bands. In turn, this brought a new group of patrons to
their establishments.

The documentary includes traditional music ranging from ballads that
describe village life from past centuries to upbeat dance songs performed at
weddings, dances and picnics. These traditions have been handed down by gen-
erations, many of them landing in the United States and specifically Michigan.

He has partnered with historian and documentary producer Brian Golden to
photograph and edit this documentary.

The Detroit Armenian community, which numbered approximately 3,000 in
1915, has since grown to 30,000-40,000. Many worked in the automotive indus-
try. Desperate to create a new home with memories, they brought with them
not personal wealth but identity, traditions and their music.

Topouzian has made it a personal mission to preserve all that and he has cul-
tivated it over several years, forging ahead despite monetary concerns and
attention to his family and job as a recording artist. Among his many tributes
is a Kresge Artist Fellowship in 2012.

In reaching out to the community, he recently came across a DVD copy of a
video that was produced several years ago that included footage from a 1935
Armenian festival that took place at the State Fairgrounds.

It shows Armenian musicians playing clarinet, oud, davul and violin and was
commercially released years later for television.

“In looking at the pictures of the clarinet player, I’m unfamiliar with who
this musician is — which makes the mystery that much more appealing to me,”
he added.
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‘Pesa’ Performance for
Philadelphia Armenian
Community on
January 31

PHILADELPHIA — The play, “Where Is
Your Groom? (Pesad Oor Eh)” will be staged
in Philadelphia in an event hosted by the St.
Gregory Armenian Church on Saturday,
January 31 at Delaware County Community
College in Media, Penn.

The mainly English-language play, which
tackles the themes of assimilation and cul-
tural preservation as it follows an American-
Armenian family’s efforts to find their daugh-
ter, Lara, a suitable Armenian partner, has
been hailed as fresh and funny by enthusias-
tic audiences across the country.

“On behalf of our board we are very excit-
ed to be hosting the cast and crew of “Where
is Your Groom?” here in Philadelphia for a
family friendly cultural event for our commu-
nity,” said Lucinda Stamboulian.

The performance promises to deliver an
entertaining show featuring the familiar faces
that comprise an Armenian family — from the
patriotic family patriarch to the “choreg” bak-
ing mother to the wise grandmother — each
of whom believe the suitor they’ve picked for
Lara is the right one, resulting in many
laughs and entertaining twists and turns
along the way.

“It is an honor to perform in the city of
brotherly love to a tight knit Armenian com-
munity that prides itself in preserving its her-
itage and culture,” said writer and director
Taleen Babayan. “We thank the St. Gregory
Armenian Church for inviting our group to
perform and we look forward to staging an
enjoyable and unforgettable production for
everyone in attendance.”

The 18 person cast and crew features
young professionals from the New York/New
Jersey Armenian community who have
enjoyed participating in their culture in a
unique way, presenting elements of their her-
itage on stage while forging new friendships
behind the scenes.

“The connections made with the cast and
crew as well as the positive reaction we’ve
gotten from the Armenian community has
been truly rewarding,” said Daniella Baydar,
who plays Siroun, the matriarch of the fami-
ly who will stop at nothing to have her chil-
dren marry a fellow Armenian, even if it
means calling a truce with her choreg baking
rival, Maro. “Thinking back to the beginning
of this journey over a year ago, I never imag-
ined where we’d be today.”

This performance will mark its sixth for the
group, following its New York City debut at
The Players Theatre in October 2013. The
group has since staged its production on
both the East and West coasts.

“After performing around the country,
including our recent trip to Los Angeles, it
will be nice to put on a show for our neigh-
boring Philadelphia Armenian community,
where we have friends and family,” said
Andrew Saganda, who plays the role of
Levon, a lawyer who is set up to meet Lara.

“This play not only appeals to our
Armenian culture but many ethnic families
assimilating here in the United States,” said
Stamoublian. “We hope many will come and
enjoy a night out with family and friends.”

The Philadelphia performance of “Where Is
Your Groom? (Pesad Oor Eh)” will take place
on Saturday, January 31 at 7 p.m. at
Delaware County Community College, locat-
ed at 901 Media Line Road, Media, PA 19063.
Snow date is February 21. Tickets are limited
and advanced purchase is required. For tick-
ets please contact Rita Selverian at 917-601-
9721 or rita@selverian.com. For more infor-
mation about the play and its cast, photos
and special previews, please
visit www.whereisyourgroom.com and
www.facebook/whereisyourgroom.

A Story
Of Exile

By Florence Avakian

NEW YORK — The Eastern Diocese’s Krikor
and Clara Zohrab Information Center was the
venue to hear a riveting account of childhood
dreams crushed, the daily fear of violence and
escape from country to country in search of a
safe home.

On Thursday, November 13, Anna
Astvatsaturian Turcotte related the harrowing
story of her family’s life in Baku during the eth-
nic cleansing of Armenians by Azeri Muslims.
The story recounted in Nowhere: A Story of
Exile includes their flight to Armenia — at a
time when it was teetering on the edge after the
disastrous 1988 earthquake — and their even-
tual emigration to America.

The Zohrab Information Center sponsored
the lecture. Its director, the Very Rev. Daniel
Findikyan, called the book, “an extraordinary
memoir documenting the heartbreaking story
of the 1988 pogroms against the Armenians in
Baku.” The Azeri terrorists who went from door
to door with prepared addresses of their
Armenian victims also committed the atrocities
against the Armenians in Sumgait and
Kirovabad.

The speaker has traveled to several locales
presenting her book to both Armenian and non-
Armenian audiences. She began her talk by
pointing out that in Azerbaijan it was danger-
ous to name Armenian children with Armenian
names and so she was called Anna: “a safer ver-
sion of Anoush.” She was 10 when the brutali-

ties began in Baku and kept a diary from ages
14 to 16 of her family’s struggles in Azerbaijan,
Armenia and America.

Her family’s graves and the graves of all
Armenians were destroyed. Three hundred
thousand Armenians fled Baku and went to
Armenia.

Escaping with her family (and nothing else)
to Yerevan in 1989, she found a country on the
brink after the disastrous 1988 earthquake, the
Turkish blockade and the Artsakh crisis.

“The people were in no condition to receive
us, including our own family members,” she
related. “Anger, fear and darkness had overtak-
en everyone.” Shunned by teachers and resi-
dent Armenians, with no prospects for work
and no decent place to live, her family decided
that there was no future for them in Yerevan.

“As a child, the resentment that drenched my
little heart from this treatment in Yerevan
stayed with me for years. And it’s not isolated.

see EXILE, page 13

Musician Ara Topouzian is making inroads in Detroit.

By Tom Vartabedian

Anna Astvatsaturian Turcotte
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By Shake Yeritsyan

YEREVAN (Grakan Tert) — Chris Bohjalian is
the author of 14 [now 17] novels, essays,
anthologies, and numerous articles in journals
and newspapers. His new novel, Sandcastle
Girls, has been translated into 25 languages
and published in 27 countries of the world. It is
a literary rendering of a new interpretation of
the Armenian Genocide, and a movie based on
it is planned to be filmed in the United States.

Edvard Militonyan, president of the Writers
Union of Armenia, remarked that though read-
ers in Armenia are not familiar with the name
Chris Bohjalian, so that it is through this novel
that the author is introduced to them, in the
United States the novel in its English publica-
tion won great popularity and headed the list of
most sold books. He said, “This is an extremely
interesting work which presents the Armenian
Genocide to readers from a detailed, objective
point of view, without [overtly] showing that
the author is Armenian.” He added that it is
those works which remain distant from the lan-
guage of publicity which are successful in an
artistic sense. Militonyan praised the labors of
the translator, Aram Arsenyan, for translating it
into wonderful Armenian. He concluded, “This
translation brings life to the development of the
literary language.”

Anush Vardanyan, director of the Tsitsernak
Publishing House, noted that Chris Bohjalian is
the author of numerous bestsellers, and that
this novel is included in the list of ten best sell-
ing books in the US. Vardanyan said the book
is more effective because the theme has passed
through the “blood” of the author. Comparing
it with Franz Werfel’s novel, the Forty Days of
Musa Dagh, which for the first time powerfully
made the whole world familiar with the facts of
the genocide, Vardanyan declared with assur-
ance that “this book will turn into a second
great explosion, resounding throughout the
world.”

Literary critic Aelita Dolukhanyan, express-
ing thanks to Arsenyan for his marvelous trans-
lation, demonstrated that he precisely translat-
ed the toponyms of places where the novel’s
action took place so that “you do not feel that
you are reading a book in translation. It seems
as if the book was originally written in
Armenian.” In Dolukhanyan’s opinion, the
book to a certain extent is reminiscent of
Werfel’s aforementioned novel. Speaking about
the novel’s focus, she said it plays the role of
preparing successors for its mission. The book
is programmatic. There are [chronological]
breaks in the plot, after which the protagonists
reappear in different places. Dolukhanyan con-
sidered the book to be extremely interesting
and informative, uniting art and the narration
of facts. The author had to master historical
information while writing the novel, not only to
present issues about the Genocide, but also in
order to envisage a historical period in general
for Armenians accurately. The book reveals his
familiarity with the first and second Armenian
republics as well as the bitter years of the
Stalinist regime.

According to literary critic Petros
Demirchyan, Bohjalian absorbed everything
which has taken place pertaining to the tragic
fate of the Armenians until the present, and cre-
ated the story of his family, which is a universal
story of the Armenian Genocide. Demirchyan
stressed the fact that it was a non-Armenian
who persuaded Bohjalian to write this novel.

Aram Arsenyan reported that the Sandcastle
Girls is the author’s 15th novel, and the first
with an Armenian theme. Prior to writing it, he
studied both scholarly and fiction literature
since until 2009 the topic of the Genocide had
not been discussed in their family. His grandfa-
ther related stories about it before his death.
Arsenyan declared, “I have translated six novels
about the Armenian Genocide. This one is writ-
ten in an interesting style. It seems to have been
composed in the style of a film script.”

(Translated from the Armenian.)

INGREDIENTS
1 lb. dried lentil beans, washed and
drained
2-3 cloves garlic, minced
2 medium yellow onions, diced
2 stalks celery, chopped, strings removed
2 carrots, peeled and diced
1 medium baking potato, peeled and
diced
1 tablespoon cumin
1 teaspoon sea salt
1 teaspoon dried oregano
½ teaspoon black pepper
½ teaspoon cayenne pepper
½ teaspoon crushed red pepper
¼ teaspoon ground cloves
2-3 cups fresh spinach, washed, finely
chopped
8 cups water low-sodium beef broth or
vegetable broth
2 cups crushed canned or fresh chopped
tomatoes (no seeds)
1 tablespoon white, red or balsamic vine-
gar or 1 tablespoon red wine
1 bay leaf
Olive oil
Flat-leaf parsley, minced
Feta cheese, diced or chopped
Salt and pepper to taste
Fresh or dried mint

PREPARATION:
1. In a large soup pot, cover lentils with
cold water (at least 3-4 inches above
lentils) and cook, covered, on medium
heat for 20 minutes or until lentils are ten-
der. Drain well.

2. In a large pan, sauté the garlic with the
onions in 2 tablespoons of olive oil until
onions are golden brown. Add the celery,
carrots, and potato, and cook on low for
about 5 minutes longer.
3. Place cooked vegetables in the soup pot
with the lentils; add enough broth or
water to cover the mixture. Add the
spices, tomatoes, vinegar and bay leaf, and
bring to a full boil.
4. Reduce heat, cover and cook on low for
one hour or until all ingredients are ten-
der, stirring often.
5. About 15 minutes before soup is ready,
check seasonings; add the spinach; cover
and cook for 20 minutes longer. Add addi-
tional broth or water if soup is too thick
at this point.
6. Remove bay leaf and ladle soup into
warm bowls; garnish with parsley, Feta
cheese, and fresh or dried mint.
Serves 4-6.

Christine Vartanian Datian was born in
Fresno, California and lives in
LasVegas. She has worked in advertis-
ing, gaming, and government contract-
ing. Her “Armenian Rice Pilaf with
Raisins and Almonds” family recipe was
published online in the New York Times
Well Vegetarian Thanksgiving Blog
2014. She graduated from California
State University, Fresno (CSUF), and
holds a Master of Arts Degree (MA) from
CSUF.

For more of Christine’s recipes, go to:
http://www.thearmeniankitchen.com.

Armenian Lentil, Potato
And Spinach Soup
This hearty soup will keep the winter chill away.

BByy  CChhrriissttiinnee  DDaattiiaann

Bohjalian’s Sandcastle Girls’
Armenian Translation Presented at
Yerevan Armenian Writers Union 
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JJAANNUUAARRYY  2244  ——  88  pp..mm..,,  ““OOuurr  LLiigghhtt,,  OOuurr  HHooppee””  aa
MMuussiiccaall  PPrrooggrraamm  ffoorr  CCoommmmeemmoorraattiioonn  aanndd  RReenneewwaall,,
organized by the Armenian Genocide Centennial
Committee of AEUNA and AMAA and performed by the
Lark Musical Society Choir and Orchestra of Glendale,
CA, under the direction of Maestro Vatsche Barsoumian,
at the Majestic Ambassador Auditorium in Pasadena.
Tickets ($40, $50, $60, $75, $100, $125, $150) can be
purchased from Lark Musical Society (818) 500-9997 or
Itsmyseat at http://www.itsmyseat.com/Light, (818)
538-4911.

JJAANNUUAARRYY  1100  ——  WWiinntteerr  BBaallll,,  hhoosstteedd  bbyy   tthhee  HHoollyy   TTrriinniittyy
AACCOOYYAA  SSeenniioorrss,,  8 p.m., Charles and Nevart Talanian
Cultural Hall, Holy Trinity Armenian Church of Greater
Boston, 145 Brattle St., Cambridge. All are invited.
Featuring International DJ Ace with music from all
decades, including traditional Armenian favorites.
Donation $30 for adults and $20 for children 12 and
under ($35 adults/$25 children 12 and under after
January 1). Includes mezze buffet, cash bar. Semi-formal
attire. Doors open at 7:30 p.m. Tickets can be purchased
online at 111.holytrinitywinterball.eventbrite.com. For
table reservations of 8 to 10, email office@htaac.org or
call 617-354-06432.

JJAANNUUAARRYY  1111,,  22001155  ——  AArrmmeenniiaann  CChhrriissttmmaass  PPaarr ttyy,, spon-
sored by the Armenian International Women’s

Association. 2-4 p.m., Armenian Cultural Foundation,
441 Mystic St., Arlington. RSVP: 617-926-0171 orin-
fo@aiwainternational.org.

JJAANNUUAARRYY  1133  ——  PPrrooff..  TTaanneerr  AAkkççaamm,,  ““GGiivv iinngg  VVooiiccee  ttoo
tthhee  VVooiicceelleessss::  AArrmmeenniiaann  GGeennoocciiddee  SSuurrvv iivvoorrss  aanndd  tthhee
AAlleeppppoo  RReessccuuee  HHoouussee  ooff  tthhee  LLeeaagguuee  ooff  NNaattiioonnss..””  At
Charles and Nevart Talanian Cultural Hall, Holy Trinity
Armenian Church, Cambridge, MA.  6:30 p.m. dinner
(reservation required) followed by lecture at 8 p.m.  Co-
sponsored by the Knights and Daughters of Vartan, the
Kaloosdian/Mugar Chair at Clark University, and the
National Association for Armenian Studies and Research
(NAASR).  To reserve a seat for dinner ($20), contact 1-
617-223-7520.

JJAANNUUAARRYY  1144  ——  VVEENNUUEE  CCHHAANNGGEE..  77::3300  ppmm..  FFiillmm
PPrreemmiieerree  iinn  BBoossttoonn. Be there as director Jivan Avetisyan
personally presents his award winning film “TEVANIK.”
Winner of numerous awards worldwide, including Best
Screenplay at the ARPA International Film Festival,
“TEVANIK” will be shown in West Newton Cinema, at
1296 Washington St., in W. Newton, ONE NIGHT ONLY.
For tickets call Apo -339-222-2410 or order online at
www.itsmyseat.com/TEVANKBOSTON. Sponsored by
Sayat Nova Dance Company - Admission: $20 (students
$15). The film is in Armenian with English subtitles.

MMAARRCCHH  3300  ——  PPhhoottooggrraapphhyy   eexxhhiibbiitt  bbyy   TToomm
VVaarr ttaabbeeddiiaann on Armenia commemorating the 100th
anniversary of the Armenian Genocide January though
March at Chelmsford  Public Library, 25 Boston Road,
Chelmsford, sponsored by the Armenian Genocide
Education Committee of Merrimack Valley.
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MASSACHUSETTS

CALIFORNIA

CC AA L E N D A RL E N D A R

Prof. Taner Akçam, pictured above,
will give a talk titled “Giving Voice to
the Voiceless: Armenian Genocide
Survivors and the Aleppo Rescue
House of the League of Nations,” at
the Charles and Nevart Talanian
Cultural Hall, Holy Trinity Armenian
Church, in Cambridge. Dinner starts at
6:30 p.m., with the talk at 8 pm. For
tickets, call 617-223-7520.
Reservations are necessary for dinner.

ARTS & LIVING

Mirror-Spectator
SSeeeekkiinngg  RReecceepptt iioonniisstt  

The Armenian Mirror-Spectator is seeking a part-time receptionist, starting 
immediately.

Duties will include mailings and answering the phone, as well as soliciting adver-
tisement. Speaking Armenian is a plus but not necessary.

Knowledge of computers is a plus.
Pay commensurate with experience.

To apply, please email editor@mirrorspectator.com or aramarkun@gmail.com

A Story 
Of Exile
EXILE, from page 11
It stays with many Baku Armenians in Russia,
Western Europe and the United States. It often
overshadows other reasons why conditions
were so bad, because we saw humans at their
worst in Baku and then were seen as traitors, or
un-Armenian, by many in Yerevan.”

She and her family came to America with
$180 and four suitcases and “eventually built a
successful life.” She called the 22 years in the
US “not easy either financially or emotionally. I
worked hard to become a normal teenager, a
normal young adult, a normal American, hop-
ing to blend in and forget. But I never really fit-
ted in, not in Armenia, not with Americans and
not with diasporan Armenians” — whom she
said did not help her family.

“Mine was a refugee fate. Two decades were
lived avoiding the news from my homeland
Azerbaijan, my ancestral home Armenia and
the heartache in Nagorno-Karabagh.”

But her years of avoiding everything
Armenian and her outrage at her childhood
memories diminished as she read the diaries
she had written in her teenage years. As a moth-

er of two children, her “maternal instincts
kicked in” and she decided that her childhood
memories had to be printed and read.

Following a two-year US tour of her book,
she was ready to return to her ancestral home.
“Coming back to Armenia was a freeing experi-
ence. There cannot be a better way to return to
your ancestral home than with love and for-
giveness, surrounded by the proud but quiet
humming of your ethnicity in every aspect of
your life,” she said with obvious emotion.

This time she was warmly welcomed as an
Armenian. Strolling through the busy streets of
Yerevan with her father and seeing the thou-
sands of people in Republic Square enjoying
the musical fountains, the lights and the many
children dancing with flowers and balloons, she
realized with pride the inspiring achievements
of these people who have survived Genocide,
earthquake, ethnic cleansing, war and block-
ade: “a people who cannot be exterminated.”

During her stay there, she also visited
Artsakh and saw the dramatic achievements of
the brave people of that ancient Armenian land.

A lawyer and a human rights advocate,
Turcotte currently lives in Maine with her hus-
band and two children and works in banking
regulatory reform. In April 2013, she success-
fully spearheaded the Nagorno-Karabagh recog-
nition efforts at the Maine House of
Representatives. She has been honored with
the Mkhitar Gosh Medal by President Serge
Sargisian and a Gratitude Medal from Artsakh
President Bako Sahakyan.
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LETTERS

WRITE A LETTER TO THE EDITOR

By Edmond Y. Azadian

As if the scourge of our failures in the Diaspora was not
enough on this very auspicious moment of history, now dis-
sonances and discord have also surfaced in Armenia, when
cooperation and harmony are most needed to face the chal-
lenge of the century.

The centennial activities thus far are confined to ceremo-
nial affairs, symbolic gatherings and heart-wrenching memo-
rials, which all serve as necessary catharsis for the pain built
up during the last century. But if those activities are not
combined with political activism, we will be condemned to
live in an illusory world.

The most significant political statement would have been
the completion and the inauguration of the Armenian
Genocide Museum, an earshot from the White House, in the
nation’s capital. That would have served as a symbol of our
collective will to survive and to pursue justice. It would also
have served as a reminder to the world about a century of
injustice, as well as an educational forum for all to learn
about the Armenian Genocide.

The failure to deliver the museum on schedule to provide
substance to our memorials is one catastrophe, while yet
another is the indifference regarding this failure. Where is
the outrage?

Failing to build the museum by 2015 is tantamount to
delivering a victory to the Turks on a silver platter.

The indignity goes to all the parties who contributed to
this monumental failure, but above all, it goes to the entire
community for its lackadaisical indifference for accountabil-
ity.

This much is the Diaspora’s share of responsibility.
Turning to Armenia, we have more disheartening news.

The scholars who were supposed to lay the foundations of
our centennial activities, especially by developing a solid
body of scholarly Genocide literature, are at each others’
throats at this moment.

While there was overall concern that scholars in Armenia
and the Diaspora were working at cross-purposes, labeling
each other with unsavory epithets, now the disease has
reached Armenia to pit prominent local scholars against
each other, as well.

Some scholars in Armenia used to accuse their diasporan
colleagues as agents of Turkey or the US State Department.
The counter charge was that scholars in Armenia were mired
in nationalistic narratives, which cannot win currency on the
international market. Now, these latter accusations have
also been thrown at prominent scholars living and publish-
ing in Armenia.

During a recent press conference, Hayk Demoyan, the
director of the Genocide Memorial and Museum, and the
official coordinator of the centennial programs in Armenia,
accused some scholars in Armenia of being agents of
Turkey’s special services. He said, “During the organization
of centennial commemorative events, there is a tendency to
speak about righteous Turks who have saved Armenian
lives, forgetting the fate of 1.5 million victims of genocide.
Those who promote those tendencies are cooperating with
the special services of the Turkish government. Nine out of
10 functions that they organize favor Turkey.” He added:
“We are not talking only about the Diaspora. Those are high-

level officials in the Republic of Armenia, who are under-
mining my activities as the secretary of the official centen-
nial committee.”

Then he named another prominent scholar, Ashot
Melkonian, saying the latter has tried to destroy his disser-
tation.

This is not the place to pass judgment on the academic
merits or demerits of Hayk Demoyan or Ashot Melkonian, as
the scenario is very ugly at a period when all efforts should
be coordinated and directed towards organizing a successful
centennial commemoration, especially when many foreign
dignitaries will be converging on Yerevan on April 24. This
kind of exchange of cheap shots does not augur well for a
positive outcome.

Demoyan was a rising star in the academic circles when he
was tapped by the government as the director of the muse-
um. Before even beginning to deliver on his new job, he was
accused of plagiarism and was severely criticized for pre-
senting his doctoral dissertation in Russian rather than
Armenian. Enter another scholar, Turkologist Ruben
Melkonian, who has said that “both Ashot Melkonian and
Hayk Demoyan are talented scholars, but their differences of
opinion should not have moved to the public forum; they
should have been confined to within the four walls of our
academic institution.”

However, he went further to elaborate that there is some
truth in the fact that the “grants offered by foreign sources
in the organization of centennial activities mostly serve the
interests of the Turkish side; let’s engage in dialogue, let’s
forget the past, let’s talk about mutual pain, etc.”

Indeed, in certain quarters honoring righteous Turks has
gained prominence. There has to come a time to pay due
respect to Turkish individuals — who contrary to the Turkish
masses and certainly risking their own lives — demonstrated
humanity in saving Armenian lives. But those people were
exceptions and not the rule. At this point, going after right-
eous Turks means to divert and dilute the issue. It is putting
the cart before the horse.

The Jews have been honoring righteous gentiles but after
what? After recovering their homeland and after benefitting
from unprecedented compensation. Certainly they can right-
fully honor the righteous individuals from a position of
strength.

Ruben Melkonian further dwelt on the origins and the
purposes of foreign grants by adding: “If we dig deep in the
origins of those foreign grants, we may discover that they
have been hatched in Turkey. I caution all Armenian orga-
nizations to refrain from receiving foreign grants, at least
during this centennial year.”

One would have wished to begin the year with a salvo of
positive news, but we are far from being in that kind of salu-
tary disposition.

Speaking of righteous Turks, it is very appropriate to
quote and then emulate Turkish columnist Cengiz Aktar,
who has written a piece in Today’s Zaman newspaper under
the title “Entering 1915.” He concludes his piece with the
following: “The Armenian Genocide is the Great Catastrophe
of Anatolia, and the mother of all taboos in this land. Its
curse will continue to haunt us as along as well fail to talk
about, to recognize, understand and reckon with it. Its cen-
tennial anniversary actually offers us a historic opportunity
to disperse with our habits, understand the Other and start
with the collective therapy.”

Established 1932

An ADL Publication

EDITOR

Alin K. Gregorian

ASSISTANT EDITOR

Aram Arkun
ART DIRECTOR

Marc Mgrditchian

SENIOREDITORIAL COLUMNIST:
Edmond Azadian

CONTRIBUTORS:
Florence Avakian, Dr. Haroutiune
Arzoumanian, Taleen Babayan, Diana
Der Hovanessian, Philip Ketchian,
Kevork Keushkerian, Harut Sassounian,
Hagop Vartivarian, Naomi Zeytoonian

CORRESPONDENTS:

Armenia - Hagop Avedikian
Boston - Nancy Kalajian
Philadelphia - Lisa Manookian
Berlin - Muriel Mirak-Weissbach

Contributing Photographers:
Jacob Demirdjian and Jirair Hovsepian

The Armenian Mirror-Spectator is published
weekly, except two weeks in July and the first

week of the year, by:

Baikar Association, Inc.
755 Mt. Auburn St., Watertown, MA 02472-1509

Telephone: 617-924-4420

FAX: 617-924-2887

wwwwww..mmii rr rroorrssppeecc ttaattoorr.. ccoomm

E-Mail: editor@mirrorspectator.com

For advertising: mirrorads@aol.com

SUBSCRIPTION RATES:

U.S.A.             $80 a year

Canada $125 a year

Other Countries $190 a year

© 2014 The Armenian Mirror-Spectator

Periodical Class Postage Paid at Boston, MA

and additional mailing offices.

ISSN  0004-234X

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The
Armenian Mirror-Spectator, 755 Mount Auburn
St., Watertown, MA  02472

Other than the editorial, views and opinions
expressed in this newspaper do not necessarily
reflect the policies of the publisher.

Mirror
Spectator

Entering the Centennial Year on 
The Wrong Foot

COMMENTARY

Established 1932

An ADL Publication

Copying for other than personal use or
internal reference is prohibited without
express permission of the copyright
owner. Address requests for reprints or
back issues to:

BBaaiikkaarr  AAssssoocciiaattiioonn,,  IInncc..
775555  MMtt..  AAuubbuurrnn  SStt..,,  WWaatteerrttoowwnn,,  MMAA    0022447722--11550099

Not Just a Footnote
To the Editor:

I would like to comment on one of the points raised by my
esteemed colleague Edmond Y. Azadian, in his recent column, “The
Fateful Year — 2015.” He wrote: “A footnote on the report of a UN
rapporteur about the Armenian Genocide is not equivalent to the
UN recognition.”

This statement is not accurate, as the reference to the Armenian
Genocide in the 1985 report of the UN Sub-Commission
on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities does
not simply consist of ‘a footnote.’ The lengthy reference (paragraphs
24 and 73) includes half a dozen footnotes which provide extensive

bibliographic documentation of the Armenian Genocide. The report,
prepared by British Rapporteur Benjamin Whitaker, was titled:
“Revised and Updated Report on the Question of the Prevention
and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide.”

I had the honor of being a human rights delegate at the UN in
Geneva, Switzerland, countering the Turkish lobbying efforts
against this report, which was finally adopted by the UN Sub-
Commission. Why would Turkey spend a dozen years trying to
block this report and delete its reference to the Armenian Genocide
if it was insignificant? Obviously the Turkish government thought it
was significant!

— Harut Sassounian
California Courier
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First-Ever Armenian Float in Rose
Parade Showcases Heritage to
Billion Viewers

Over a year ago, a handful of young Armenians formed
the American Armenian Rose Float Association and
embarked on an ambitious project that many Armenians
had contemplated for a long time, but no one had tried.
They decided to enter the first Armenian float in 126 years
in the world famous Rose Parade in Pasadena, Calif.

Around one billion people in over 100 countries watch
this spectacular Parade on television on the first day of
each year. In addition, an estimated crowd of 700,000 spec-
tators line up along the 5.5-mile Parade route, braving the
record-breaking cold temperatures, as my family did on
January 1. Some even sleep on sidewalks overnight to have
a front row view.

Soon-after the start of the Parade, viewers in Pasadena
and around the world heard the unmistakable sound of
blaring zurna and witnessed a beautifully decorated
Armenian float with thousands of flowers, accompanied by
a dozen elegant dancers in traditional costumes. The over-

all theme of this year’s Rose Parade was “Inspiring
Stories,” and the Armenian float was certainly inspiring
with its fitting title, “Cradle of Civilization.” The official cat-
alog of the parade published the following glowing descrip-
tion along with a picture of the float:

“Welcome to the ‘Cradle of Civilization,’ a float present-
ed by the Armenian community to share their centuries-old
rich cultural heritage with the United States and the world.
The American Armenian Rose Parade float is a showcase
of the contributions Armenians have made to this great
nation and around the globe. Every item on this float, from
the carpet, the tree of life and the birds and fruits, to the
eternity sign and the zurna, symbolizes a specific aspect of
the Armenian culture, including religion, education, indus-
try, music, dance and beyond. The prevailing color is a spe-
cific red that is extracted from a worm found only on the
mountains of Armenia.” More specifically, the float featured
storks, peacocks, pomegranates, apricots, grapes, the
Armenian alphabet, figure of an Armenian woman with tra-
ditional headdress and costume symbolizing “Mother
Armenia,” and a partial church frame representing
Armenian architecture. The float was awarded the presti-
gious “President’s Trophy.”

Riding on the 55 ft. long, 28 ft. high, and 18 ft. wide float
were several celebrities, including Samuel Der Yeghiayan
(first immigrant Armenian US Federal Judge), Gabriel
Injejikian (founder of first Armenian day school in the
U.S.), Flora Dunaians (noted humanitarian and philan-
thropist from Pasadena), prominent attorney Mark
Geragos, television host Jill Simonian, former Pasadena
Police Chief Bernard Melekian, and actress Angela
Sarafyan. Amazingly, exactly 100 years ago, an Armenian
businessman, Movses Pashgian, was the Grand Marshal of

the Rose Parade in 1915.
Even though the float cost $300,000 to build, it was well

worth the money, as Armenian culture, for the first time in
history, was showcased to over one billion people around
the world, at the bargain price of less than a penny per per-
son. Just days before the Parade, the Armenian float orga-
nizers were still $110,000 short of their goal. Fortunately,
they received a few more donations in recent days, leaving
a current balance of $90,000. Those wishing to help cover
this deficit can make a tax-deductible contribution by visit-
ing www.aarfa.org.

Given the extensive TV coverage on American and inter-
national channels, the Armenian float received numerous
positive comments in the social media and websites around
the world. Some TV networks even commented that 2015
coincided with the Centennial of the Armenian Genocide.

Since Armenians regularly bring up the genocide issue in
their interaction with odar circles, most non-Armenians
know that Armenian are a victimized nation, but are
unaware of their rich cultural heritage and ancient civiliza-
tion. The world should know that despite the Young Turks’
sinister efforts to eliminate the Armenian people, they have
succeeded not only to survive, but to thrive.

This is particularly important for young Armenians who
need to grow up with positive role models to look up to and
take pride in their heritage rather than feeling like down-
trodden victims who seek pity. The Rose Parade float did a
magnificent job in celebrating Armenian culture and pro-
moting its image worldwide. Energized by the tremendous
popular reaction to their participation in this year’s
Tournament of Roses, the organizers pledged to have an
Armenian float in the Pasadena Parade every year from
now on.

My Turn
By Harut Sassounian

By David Boyajian

Before considering the dangers and oppor-
tunities in and around Armenia and
Artsakh/Karabagh, let’s think about just how
far they’ve come. 

Take Artsakh’s war against Azerbaijan.
Armenians defeated a country three times
larger with twice the population. 

Armenians took nearly all of pre-indepen-
dence Artsakh plus historically Armenian land
from the Iranian border to just 25 miles east
of Lake Sevan. That’s about 4,000 square
miles and includes water resources vital to
Artsakh and Armenia. The two are now geo-
graphically reattached. 

Their borders with Azerbaijan are actually
shorter and, therefore, more easily defended
than before the war. 

A critical highway from northern Artsakh to
Lake Sevan is under construction.

Imagine, instead, if Armenians had lost not
only Artsakh but also part of Armenia itself.
Indeed, in 1993, Turkey planned to invade
Armenia during an attempted coup against
Russian President Boris Yeltsin by Ruslan
Khasbulatov, a Chechen who was speaker of
the Russian Parliament.

True, the war’s cost in life, limb and disloca-
tion has been terrible. Armenians in those
years did not have enough heat for their
homes and food for their families. Many still
don’t. But they have endured, with astonish-
ing courage. 

For over 20 years, Azerbaijan and Turkey
have blockaded Armenia, hoping it would cave
in. But Armenians haven’t. 

Turkey’s blockade has actually kept destruc-
tive Turkish economic, criminal, cultural, and
even demographic penetration largely out of a
developing Armenia — a real threat since the
Turkish economy and population are, respec-
tively, over 50 and 30 times larger than
Armenia’s. 

Despite having the region’s smallest popula-
tions and GNPs, Armenia and Artsakh have
the strongest, best-trained military in the
Caucasus. This is despite Azerbaijan’s huge
weapon purchases from Russia and Israel.

All this and more demonstrate the physical
and spiritual resilience of the people of
Armenia, Artsakh, and even the Diaspora. This
gives us inspiration and hope for the future.
Yet, Armenians do live in an inhospitable
region.

Western Objectives
Armenia and Artsakh are landlocked, block-

aded, and in a state of war. 
Azerbaijan has sizeable deposits of oil and

gas in the Caspian Sea. It exports these
through large, U.S.-backed pipelines that cross
Georgia and Turkey. Fortunately, these
pipelines pass close to northern Artsakh and
are vulnerable to attack. Nearly 40 percent of
Israel’s oil imports come from Baku. 

Across the Caspian lie four Turkic-speaking
Central Asian countries: Kazakhstan,
Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, and Kyrgyzstan.
The first two have large oil and gas deposits. 

The US, Europe, NATO and Turkey — “the
West” for short — have two key objectives in
Russia’s traditional sphere of influence - the
Caucasus, Caspian, and Central Asia. 

First, export the region’s oil and gas to
Europe, and wean it off Russian fuel so that
Russia cannot hold Europe hostage. The US
and Europe also aim to build energy pipelines
from Central Asia, particularly Turkmenistan,
under the Caspian Sea, to Azerbaijan and
eventually Europe.

Objective two: Absorb Georgia, Azerbaijan,
and even Armenia into NATO, reign over the
Caspian, and eventually assimilate Central
Asian nations now dominated by Russia and
China. 

The West has partially achieved its objec-
tives. Major pipelines from Baku have been
built, more are planned, Georgia and
Azerbaijan have NATO aspirations, and a
decade ago the U.S. created a small naval fleet
in Baku called the Caspian Guard Initiative. 

In effect, the West’s plans are now the same
as Turkey’s: Pan-Turkism, a coalition of
Turkic-speaking countries from Turkey
through Azerbaijan and into Central Asia.

Moscow’s objectives are, of course, directly
opposite to Washington’s.

Russian Objectives

First, Russia wants oil and gas pipelines to
pass through its own territory so it can control
who buys those fuels and at what price. 

Second, Russia wants to keep Georgia,
Azerbaijan, Armenia and Central Asia out of
NATO. Russia fears that NATO will encircle
and ultimately destroy it.

Distrustful of genocidal Turkey, in conflict
with Azerbaijan over Artsakh, and a Russian
ally, only Armenia stands in the way of the
West’s objectives. 

With Armenia as an ally, Russia has a toe-
hold in the Caucasus, something it lacks with

Georgia and Azerbaijan. If Russia loses
Armenia, however, the West will dominate the
Caucasus up to the Caspian Sea and perhaps
beyond. 

Artsakh also stands in the way. The US
desires a solution to the Artsakh issue
because it would bring about the opening of
Azerbaijan’s and, probably, Turkey’s borders
with Armenia. Open Armenian borders would
greatly facilitate NATO’s penetrating the
Caucasus since the only entry point now is
beleaguered Georgia. 

For the same reason, Russia is inclined
against an Artsakh solution at this time. 

What does all this mean for Armenia? 

Armenian Centrality

The West wants Diasporans to think that
Armenia is unimportant. We know, however,
that Armenia is pivotal to Washington’s and
Moscow’s objectives. Armenia and Artsakh’s
location give them bargaining power. Using
that power requires great skill and an incor-
ruptible dedication to the nation. 

The US, Europe, and NATO are implicitly
throwing their considerable weight behind
Pan-Turkism. This means that Turkey is more
dangerous than ever. Even if Turkey were to
open the border, acknowledge the Armenian
Genocide and pay reparations, Pan-Turkism
will remain a danger. 

Armenia is walking a tightrope. On the one
hand, Armenia has excellent relations with the
West and NATO. However, Armenia certainly
cannot look to pro-Turkish Washington and
NATO for security. On the other hand,
Armenia does not fully trust Russian security
guarantees. But at least Russia knows that
Armenians block NATO-backed Pan-Turkism.
Thus, Armenia continues to balance between
the West and Russia, while maintaining posi-
tive relations with Georgia and Iran (the latter,
though Shia Muslim like Azerbaijan, opposes
Azeri designs on Iran).

Armenia also faces several interrelated inter-
nal challenges: the economy, emigration, cor-
ruption, the oligarchs, absence of the rule of
law, a discredited judiciary, and the lack of fair
elections. But there are possibilities and
encouraging signs internally and externally. 

Possibilities and Encouraging Signs

Though Russia will vehemently fight it,
Armenia must wean itself off near-total depen-
dence on Russian natural gas and import
much more Iranian gas. Armenia must avoid
becoming a Russian puppet lest Russia take it

for granted, which has actually been happen-
ing for years. Witness massive Russian
weapons sales to Azerbaijan as well as the
alarming growth of Russian - Turkish rela-
tions. 

It is encouraging that opposition Armenian
political organizations are now in a loose coali-
tion engaging in mass protests. This is but one
of several healthy signs that the populace is
working for positive change. 

Armenia must grow its power internally, par-
ticularly its economy, and particularly given
the current economic downturn. Without a
robust economy, no country can be truly inde-
pendent and afford a potent military.
Oligarchical power must be broken and the
rule of law enforced so that Armenians can
establish businesses without unreasonable
interference. Otherwise, Armenia will also not
attract enough outside investment, including
from Diasporans. With a stronger economy,
the outflow of people from Armenia will slow
or stop.

A country without a sufficiently high
birthrate will not have a population capable of
sustaining a healthy economy or a capable mil-
itary. Diasporans have already established
Armenian maternity and family clinics.
Perhaps they can create other incentives for
families in Armenia and Artsakh to have more
children.

Diasporan organizations must push the
Armenian government for closer relations and
more consultation. Though Diasporans have
directed billions of dollars and other aid to
Armenia, the latter’s leaders often keep them
at arm’s length. That must change. Most coun-
tries would love to have such an active
Diaspora. The Armenian Diaspora is underval-
ued and underutilized. It must speak more
forcefully, more often, and with a united voice.
Armenia’s Minister of Diasporan Affairs
should be a Diasporan.

The Diaspora must insist that Armenian
ambassadors, embassies, and consulates main-
tain closer contact with Diasporans and actu-
ally perform work, rather than act like they are
on vacation. Diasporan organizations should
reject officials, such as the current ambas-
sador to the US, suspected of corruption back
home.

Despite Azeri threats to shoot down planes,
Artsakh’s spectacular new airport must open
to tourist and commercial traffic. The overland
route of several hours is too long and incon-
venient. Artsakh needs hundreds of thousands

see SURVIVAL, page 16

The Survival of Armenia: Dangers and Opportunities



FLOAT, from page 1
The “Cradle of Civilization” featured different

aspects of the Armenian community. The art
display featured a sculpture of an Armenian
woman’s head wearing a traditional Armenian
headdress, as well as an apricot and a pome-
granate tree. A bushel of grapes represented
the earliest wine-making facility found in
Armenia. The display also included a carpet-
weaving machine, a traditional Armenian car-
pet, the Armenian symbol for eternity, and an
arch representative of Armenian architecture
from 4,500 years ago.

Prominent members of the Armenian-
American community rode along with the float.

These figures included the following: former
Governor of California George Deukmejian and
his wife Gloria; US Federal Judge Samuel Der-
Yeghiayan, the first Armenian immigrant feder-
al judge in the US; actress Angela Sarafyan,
known for her roles in the “Twilight Saga:
Breaking Dawn” (part two) and The
Immigrant;  internationally celebrated lawyer
Attorney Mark J. Greagos; former Pasadena
Chief of Police Barney Melekian; Coach Jerry
Tarkanian, also known as “Tark the Shark”;
Flora Dunaians, a Pasedena resident and
founder of Armenian International Women’s
Association of Los Angeles; and Jill Simonian,
author of the popular “Fab Mom” blog.

SHOAH, from page 1
witnesses to the atrocities — such as Christian
missionaries and Arab villagers — as well as
descendants of the survivors and several
renowned scholars.

The institute is integrating the testimonies
into the archive with the help of Richard G.
Hovannisian, a professor emeritus at UCLA
and a leading expert in Armenian studies.

“The addition of these interviews to the
Visual History Archive will provide broad
access to a multilingual collection of materi-
al,” said Hovannisian, now an adjunct profes-
sor of history at USC and the project’s schol-
arly adviser. “It will help to bring sorely need-
ed attention — and study — to this dark corner
of human understanding.”

Because these interviews were conducted
by a documentary filmmaker, this collection
brings diversity to the Visual History Archive
when it comes to the style and format of the
testimonies, as well as the methodology used
to collect them.

The most immediately noticeable distinc-
tion is that all of the interviews were record-
ed on film — so a clapboard kicks off every
take to synchronize sound and picture. The
testimonies themselves are generally much
shorter – averaging 15 minutes in length,
while the other testimonies in the Visual
History Archive run more than two hours on
average. Some survivors are also interviewed
more than once, over a period of time.

Unlike the other existing collections in the
Visual History Archive, the Armenian testi-

monies — with a few exceptions — are not
chronologies. Filmmaker Hagopian intended
the interviews to be filmed depositions — lim-
ited only to the eyewitness account of the sur-
vivor during the genocide — and not beyond.
Interviewees in the Archive to date have given
their life stories before, during and after the
genocide in question.

The filmmaker also relied on pre-interview-
ing the subjects, to be certain they were actu-
ally eyewitnesses to the events. The camera
was only turned on when he was satisfied
they were indeed eyewitnesses, and not speak-
ing from hearsay. The interviewee would then
be asked to tell Hagopian his or her story –
the same story relayed in the pre-interview
process.

On occasion, the Armenian interviews were
conducted in groups, such as in churches or
old-age homes.

Unlike existing collections in the Visual
History Archive, this is a documentary film
collection, containing the complete unedited
interviews, including behind-the-scenes
footage. While the camera positioning on all
testimonies currently contained in the Visual
History Archive are fixed, the camera in the
Armenian collection zooms in and out, and
pans left and right. The purpose of moving
the camera was for establishing and editing
shots — standard practice for documentary
filmmakers.

Unlike video interviews, where the sound
and picture are combined on one tape, 16-mm
film interviews include separately recorded

sound and picture. Each interview includes
both the “synched up” sound and picture, as
well as any additional sound the filmmaker
recorded (labeled as “audio only” sections).

To save production costs associated with
shooting in 16-mm film, Hagopian only
turned the camera on when the survivor or
eyewitness was speaking about a relevant
issue (based on the pre-interview). If he
thought they were wandering off track, he
would only record their sound. If he thought
the anecdote was worthy of recording on film,
he would turn the camera on. All of the extra
sound for every interview is included in the
collection (in “audio only” sections).

In every testimony, Hagopian can be heard
giving direction, either to his crew or the
interviewees. Himself a child survivor of the
Armenian Genocide, Hagopian — who died in
2010 at age 97 — asks his subjects to retell
certain stories, sometimes over and over, in an
effort to say, in the most succinct way, what
they actually saw with their own eyes. Similar
to a lawyer obtaining factual detail for a legal
deposition, he wanted to know the “who,
what, when, where and how” of the survivor’s
eyewitness experience. If a survivor said,
“They did it,” Hagopian would ask, “Who?
Who did it?”

“Michael Hagopian generously gave us full
access to his film dailies, which is akin to a
diary in that they normally wouldn’t be seen
by the public,” said Hrag Yedalian, a program
coordinator with the Institute. “This lends a
certain candor to these interviews, which are
at times unsettling to watch, but poignant.”

Like all the testimonies in the Visual
History Archive, these will be searchable to
the minute thanks to a team of indexers who
tag specially created indexing terms to a digi-
tal time code. The distinctive nature of this
collection has raised some indexing chal-
lenges.

For instance, all too often, Armenians were
rescued from the death marches by self-inter-
ested parties who wanted to use them for
slave labor. This raised a question: Should
this type of situation be tied to the indexing
term “rescue” — which is widely used in the
Visual History Archive’s Holocaust and other
genocide testimonies — or something else?

Similarly, in a tragic theme that played out
during the Armenian atrocities, desperate
mothers often tried to give away their chil-
dren in a last-ditch attempt to ensure their
survival. The families that took them in could
be abusive or exploitive. What term should be

used to describe a phenomenon that falls in
the gray zone between adoption and kidnap-
ping?

Working closely with Hovannisian, indexers
expect this collection will necessitate adding
as many as 300 new search terms to the
62,000 already in the Archive.

“While the patterns of mass violence during
this period are sadly familiar, there are certain
characteristics unique to this history that can
be captured and brought to light with the cre-
ation of new terms,” said Crispin Brooks,
curator of the Institute’s Archive.

To highlight the distinctness of the
Armenian testimonies, USC Shoah
Foundation is releasing two advance clips on
its website at www.sfi.usc.edu. One features
Mihran Andonian, who was just a boy when
his family was deported from Isparta in west-
ern Turkey in 1916. By his telling, in a matter
of days, a death march of Armenians led by
Turks would reduce his extended family of 11
to three: his mother, his sister, himself. The
others died.

The other features Haroutune Aivazian,
who said that his family’s vineyard was con-
fiscated by the authorities at the time.
Aivazian survived because his mother
dropped him off at a German orphanage built
by missionaries to shelter kids whose parents
perished in the Hamidian and Adana mas-
sacres of the late 19th and early 20th cen-
turies, respectively, killing between 100,000
and 350,000 people.

“Even those of us who did survive, we lost
something very precious,” Aivazian said.
“Something which is the birthright of every
person: childhood. We lost our childhood.”

The testimonies have served as primary
source material for Hagopian’s documentaries
about the Armenian Genocide, including “The
Forgotten Genocide” — recipient of two Emmy
nominations in 1976 — and the Witnesses
Trilogy (“Voices from the Lake;” “Germany
and the Secret Genocide;” and “The River
Ran Red”).

“He understood the importance of record-
ing the testimonies of aging eyewitnesses
before their accounts were lost forever,” said
Carla Garapedian of the Armenian Film
Foundation. “We are gratified to see this col-
lection included in one of the world’s most
extensive and respected video archives. The
voices of the people haunted by these atroci-
ties will now be accessible to teachers, stu-
dents, scholars and the general public on a
global scale.”

Available for only $18, including postage and handling. 
Please make checks out to the Armenian Mirror-Spectator
and mail to: 
755 Mt. Auburn Street, Watertown, MA  02472-1509
Or call 617-924-4420 to pay with credit card
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2 CD Compilation 
The Best of New England Armenian Kef Music Legend

Roger Krikorian 
Krikorian’s
music lives on
in this special
collection.

AN EXCELLENT GIFT FOR THE HOLIDAYS, OR ANY TIME

SURVIVAL, from page 15
more visitors and businesspersons to arrive by
air.

Artsakh and the Diaspora must together cre-
ate a more robust campaign that makes the
case in media and government for Artsakh’s
rights and independence.

More Diasporans should be encouraged to vaca-
tion in Armenia and Artsakh, establish second
homes, and even consider permanent relocation.
This would pump money into their economies, slow
down depopulation, and save Diasporans who may

otherwise assimilate abroad. 
Let us be sure to pass on to future genera-

tions an Armenia, Artsakh, and Diaspora that
are stronger than what we have inherited.

(This article is an edited version of a presen-
tation given by the author before
Massachusetts Armenian Americans in
December 2014. The author is an Armenian
American freelance journalist. Many of his arti-
cles are archived at
http://armeniapedia.org/wiki/David_B._Boyaj
ian.)

First-Ever Armenian Float in Tournament of Roses
Parade Wins Presidential Award

Shoah Foundation to Add Armenian Genocide Survivor Testimonies

The Survival of Armenia: Dangers and Opportunities
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